
TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Serhat ATAKUL
15.12.2017

Constructing
User Friendly Tables*

Serhat ATAKUL
TurkStat Expert

serhat.atakul@tuik.gov.tr

Training Course on Development of Dissemination Methods
Kuwait

11-13 December 2017

* The views expressed in this presentation are those of the author and does not necessarily reflect the policy of TurkStat

mailto:serhat.atakul@tuik.gov.tr


TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Serhat ATAKUL

1) Reference tables
• for future reference or documentation purposes

• often big (typically: One page or more)

• detailed (many indicators/classifications). 

• often present exact, absolute numbers 

• often have a standardized structure

• Now ncreasingly replaced by data warehouses and data banks, 
where users can construct their own tables

Two types of tables:
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Example: Typical reference table
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2) Presentation tables
• smaller and simpler (extract from or summary of a reference 

table)

• main function is to present the numbers in a user-friendly way

• presentation of “indicators” (percentages, rates, indices, 
averages) rather than absolute numbers

• numbers are often rounded

• focused (few variables; often only two) (in this respect, 
presentation tables can be compared to graphs)

• used in press releases, presentations/analyses to illustrate 
some specific point
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Example: Typical presentation tables

Albania in Figures, 2010
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Statistical yearbook of the Republic of Serbia 2011   Education

“User-friendly” table?
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All Male Female All Male Female All Male Female
226 772 101 328 125 444 98 609 40 815 57 794 128 163 60 513 67 650  REPUBLIC OF SERBIA  
174 777 80 255 94 522 73 941 31 219 42 722 100 836 49 036 51 800  First stage studies  
128 275 56 432 71 843 57 899 23 860 34 039 70 376 32 572 37 804  Basic academic studies  
46 502 23 823 22 679 16 042 7 359 8 683 30 460 16 464 13 996  Basic vocational studies  
23 838 9 314 14 524 12 119 4 776 7 343 11 719 4 538 7 181  Second stage studies  
22 375 8 586 13 789 12 100 4 774 7 326 10 275 3 812 6 463  Master and intergrated studies  

838 479 359 4 1 3 834 478 356  Speciality vocational studies  
625 249 376 15 1 14 610 248 362  Speciality academic studies  

4 100 1 922 2 178 717 418 299 3 383 1 504 1 879  Third stage studies  
4 100 1 922 2 178 717 418 299 3 383 1 504 1 879  Doctorate academic studies  

24 057 9 837 14 220 11 832 4 402 7 430 12 225 5 435 6 790  Former programme  

Total Budget financed Self-financed

All % Females All % Females All % Females
226 772 55,3 98 609 58,6 128 163 52,8  REPUBLIC OF SERBIA  
174 777 54,1 73 941 57,8 100 836 51,4  First stage studies  
128 275 56,0 57 899 58,8 70 376 53,7  Basic academic studies  
46 502 48,8 16 042 54,1 30 460 45,9  Basic vocational studies  
23 838 60,9 12 119 60,6 11 719 61,3  Second stage studies  
22 375 61,6 12 100 60,5 10 275 62,9  Master and intergrated studies  

838 42,8 4 75,0 834 42,7  Speciality vocational studies  
625 60,2 15 93,3 610 59,3  Speciality academic studies  

4 100 53,1 717 41,7 3 383 55,5  Third stage studies  
4 100 53,1 717 41,7 3 383 55,5  Doctorate academic studies  

24 057 59,1 11 832 62,8 12 225 55,5  Former programme  

Total Budget financed Self-financed
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TurkStat-table examples
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Basic formatting and layout of tables
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Table 3.8. Marriages by number of concluded marriage, 2010

2st 3rd + 1st 2st 3rd +
21 821 3 516 1 061 22 434 3 063 901

5 429 1 354 222 5 718 1 138 149
5 501 787 284 5 604 725 243

855 165 61 890 147 44
420 60 25 429 41 35
173 34 26 181 33 19
532 69 20 553 53 15
441 74 32 459 69 19
552 49 6 559 42 6
469 35 26 457 47 26

Total 26 398

Number of 
marriage

Number of marriage
Husband Wife

1st

Chisinau mun. 7 005
North 6 572
mun. Balti 1 081
Briceni 505
Donduseni 233
Drochia 621
Edinet 547
Falesti 607
Floresti 530

Always align 
to the right!Use a blank 

(or a comma) 
before every 
third digit
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Table 3.8. Marriages by number of concluded marriage, 2010

2st 3rd + 1st 2st 3rd +
82,7 13,3 4,0 85,0 11,6 3,4

77,5 19,3 3,2 81,6 16,2 2,1
83,7 12,0 4,3 85,3 11,0 3,7
79,1 15,3 5,6 82,3 13,6 4,1
83,2 11,9 5,0 85,0 8,1 6,9
74,2 14,6 11,2 77,7 14,2 8,2
85,7 11,1 3,2 89,0 8,5 2,4
80,6 13,5 5,9 83,9 12,6 3,5
90,9 8,1 1,0 92,1 6,9 1,0
88 5 6 6 4 9 86 2 8 9 4 9

Edinet 547
Falesti 607
Floresti 530

Briceni 505
Donduseni 233
Drochia 621

Chisinau mun. 7 005
North 6 572
mun. Balti 1 081

Number of 
marriage

Number of marriage
Husband Wife

1st
Total 26 398

Using percentages makes it easier to compare
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“User-friendly” table?
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Statistical Yearbook of Moldova 2009 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Exports - total 643 792 789 934 985 174 1 091 255 1 051 621 1 341 735 1 591 185
       of which:
   CIS countries 350 422 423 565 502 422 551 367 424 143 550 245 623 047
   EU-27 231 348 307 451 400 687 443 367 537 667 679 256 820 090
   other countries 62 022 58 918 82 064 96 521 89 812 112 234 148 047

Mill. USD
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Exports - total 643,8 789,9 985,2 1 091,3 1 051,6 1 341,7 1 591,2
       of which:
   CIS countries 350,4 423,6 502,4 551,4 424,1 550,2 623,0
   EU-27 231,3 307,5 400,7 443,4 537,7 679,3 820,1
   other countries 62,0 58,9 82,1 96,5 89,8 112,2 148,0

“User-friendly” tables?
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2000 2005 2008 2009 2000 2005 2008 2009
 Ukraine  20 175,0 20 680,0 20 972,3 20 191,5  55,8   57,7   59,3   57,7  
 Autonomous       
 Republic of Crimea   909,9   906,1   918,7   905,7   56,2   58,7   60,2  60
   oblasts          
 Vinnytsya   839,4   723,0   725,6   693,5   65,9   57,6   58,7   56,9  

 Thousands   Percentage of population aged 15–70  

“User-friendly” tables?
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Columns and rows
There are no clear rules for where to place 

indicators and classification variables

Here we probably want to compare over time.
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Columns and rows

Easier to compare down than across
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1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Number of able-
bodied population 
in working age 3859,9 3915,8 3946,3 3970,5 4009,3 4068,0 4128,0 4182,8 4284,1 4412,2 4530,8 4736,0 4740,6 4767,1 4865,1 5304,0 5444,1 5569,6 5681,2 5773,3 5875,7 5974,6
Persons older of 
working age 
occupated in 
economy 143,0 144,8 174,5 153,6 141,3 149,5 140,3 142,8 142,2 142,5 142,8 142,2 142,6 142,7 142,8 103,8 110,6 118,9 125,5 133,9 133,1 126,6
Teenages 
occupated in 
economy 11,6 12,4 12,5 11,2 10,6 10,3 10,3 10,4 11,5 12,0 12,2 12,3 13,0 13,2 13,3 13,5 13,8 13,1 10,1 8,5 6,2 -
Total 4014,5 4073,0 4133,3 4135,3 4161,2 4227,8 4278,6 4336,0 4437,8 4566,7 4685,8 4890,5 4896,2 4923,0 5021,2 5421,3 5568,5 5701,6 5816,8 5915,7 6015,0 6101,2

Labour resources
 (thsd. persons)

The State Statistical Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Number of 

able-bodied 
population in 
working age

Persons 
older of 

working age 
occupated in 

economy

Teenages 
occupated in 

economy Total

1990 3 859,9 143,0 11,6 4 014,5
1991 3 915,8 144,8 12,4 4 073,0
1992 3 946,3 174,5 12,5 4 133,3
1993 3 970,5 153,6 11,2 4 135,3
1994 4 009,3 141,3 10,6 4 161,2
1995 4 068,0 149,5 10,3 4 227,8
1996 4 128,0 140,3 10,3 4 278,6
1997 4 182,8 142,8 10,4 4 336,0
1998 4 284,1 142,2 11,5 4 437,8
1999 4 412,2 142,5 12,0 4 566,7
2000 4 530,8 142,8 12,2 4 685,8
2001 4 736,0 142,2 12,3 4 890,5
2002 4 740,6 142,6 13,0 4 896,2
2003 4 767,1 142,7 13,2 4 923,0
2004 4 865,1 142,8 13,3 5 021,2
2005 5 304,0 103,8 13,5 5 421,3
2006 5 444,1 110,6 13,8 5 568,5
2007 5 569,6 118,9 13,1 5 701,6
2008 5 681,2 125,5 10,1 5 816,8
2009 5 773,3 133,9 8,5 5 915,7
2010 5 875,7 133,1 6,2 6 015,0
2011 5 974,6 126,6 - 6 101,2
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Women 14 352 14 040 13 693 13 973 13 787
Men 5 959 6 515 6 258 6 280 6 822

Columns and rows
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Total Male Female
Toplam aktivite - Total activities 5.23 5.38 5.10
TV ve video - TV and video 2.05 2.13 1.97
Sosyalleşme - Socializing 1.22 1.12 1.30
Okuma - Reading 0.18 0.20 0.15
Spor - Sports 0.12 0.17 0.07
Hobiler ve oyunlar - Hobbies and 
games

0.23 0.40 0.08

Gönüllü yardım işleri - Volunteer 
work and help

0.00 0.00 0.00

Diğer aktiviteler - Other activities 0.70 0.73 0.67

Columns and rows



TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Serhat ATAKUL

2008 2009 2010 2011

Total Number

Illiterate 4 930 012 4 672 257 3 825 644 3 171 270
Literate 55 061 785 57 344 379 59 525 746 61 889 739

Males
Illiterate 986 790 915 054 700 400 553 704
Literate 28 873 257 30 039 678 30 983 102 32 013 033

Females
Illiterate 3 943 222 3 757 203 3 125 244 2 617 566
Literate 26 188 528 27 304 701 28 542 644 29 876 706

Total Per cent
Illiterate 8.2 7.5 6.0 4.9
Literate 91.8 92.5 94.0 95.1

Males
Illiterate 3.3 3.0 2.2 1.7
Literate 96.7 97.0 97.8 98.3

Females
Illiterate 13.1 12.1 9.9 8.1
Literate 86.9 87.9 90.1 91.9Percentage illitterate

2008 2009 2010 2011
Total 8.2 7.5 6.0 4.9

Males 3.3 3.0 2.2 1.7

Females 13.1 12.1 9.9 8.1

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

2008 2009 2010 2011

Males Females

Tables with absolute and relative numbers
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Absolute and relative numbers
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Absolute or relative numbers?

Toplam
Total

Erkek
Males

Kadõn
Females

Toplam - Total 100,0 100,0 100,0

Hiç evlenmedi - Never married 27,4 31,6 23,3

Evli - Married 64,0 64,3 63,8

Bowsandõ - Divorced 3,1 2,6 3,6

Esi öldü - Widowed 5,4 1,5 9,3
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Better:  Percentage distribution or unemployment rate
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Computer Internet Broadband

2007 34,0 26,3 7,3
2008 40,8 33,2 15,5
2009 46,8 36,7 22,9
2010 50,4 39,0 27,6
2011 52,1 41,2 31,0

Computer

Internet

Broadband

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Per cent

“User-friendly” tables?
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“User-friendly” tables?
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From: PCBS Statistical Abstract 2011

Simplify tables
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Number of teachers in primary  
and secondary schools.  

Primary schools 65 376 
Secondary schools 26 618 

Total 91 994 
 

Teachers in primary and 
secondary schools. Per cent 
Primary schools 71,1 
Secondary schools 28,9 

Total 100 
 

Number of teachers in primary and secondary schools.  
Men and women 

  Men Women Total 

Primary schools 19 334 46 042 65 376 

Secondary schools 14 491 12 127 26 618 

Total 33 825 58 169 91 994 
 

 

Teachers in primary and secondary schools.  
Men and women. Per cent 

  Men Women Total 
Primary schools 57,2 79,2 71,1 
Secondary schools 42,8 20,8 28,9 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

 

Teachers in primary and secondary schools.  
Men and women. Per cent 

  Men Women Total 
Primary schools 29.6 70.4 100.0 
Secondary schools 54.4 45.6 100.0 
Total 36.8 63.2 100.0 

 

Percentages in tables: Two ways of comparing

Gender 
distribution

Gender
specific
distribution
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Decimals
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Two decimals give an impression of a level of accuracy that is 
unnecessary and unfounded

Decimals
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:
:

…especially when the numbers are small!



TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Serhat ATAKUL

Indicator 2006 2005 2004 2003 

Births 163,000 152,300 150,200 148,300 

Deaths 20,400 17,900 17,000 16,900 

Marriages 59,300 56,400 53,800 48,800 

Divorces 11,400 10,200 9,800 9,000 

 

From: Jordan in Figures. 2006

Rounding in tables
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= 2 146 220 ?

Less Than 3600 3600-5999 6000-7799 7800-9599 9600-11999

3600-5999 نم لقأ3600 7799-6000 9599-7800 11999-9600

01
Food and Non-Alcoholic 
Beverages 2 146,22 2 825,83 3 128,48 3 434,38 3 877,88

0111 Bread and cereals 411,90 548,06 572,97 620,56 687,51
0112 Meat 437,73 601,86 675,46 724,68 826,70
0113 Fish and Seafood 36,21 58,26 70,85 90,90 100,82
0114 Milk, Cheese 295,47 356,43 401,78 447,23 496,87
0115 Oils and Fats 108,69 152,42 140,73 167,41 192,30
0116 Fruits 177,44 222,50 275,40 299,02 354,99
0117 Vegetables 405,54 514,52 561,13 586,97 645,99

0118
Sugar,Jam,Chocolate and 
Confectionery 85,45 109,61 123,02 143,42 166,54

0119 Food Products 35,22 57,81 62,47 70,99 78,47
0121 Coffee, Tea and Cocoa 76,54 88,69 106,84 112,42 131,30

0122
Mineral Waters, Soft Drinks, 
Fruit and Vegetable Juices 76,03 115,67 137,83 170,77 196,40

Average of annual expenditure of household in thousands LBP on products categories and 
subcategories  by annual income category declared by the household   in thousands LBP 

Products

Annual income category declared by the household 

From: CAS/Lebanon
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Toplam - Total 6 796 629 7 093 964 7 544 871 8 113 111 8 648 875
Renault 1 792 933 1 831 504 1 896 922 1 984 801 2 052 457
Murat (Tofa) 1 241 487 1 222 985 1 213 976 1 205 804 1 198 066
Fiat 529 666 555 312 594 437 651 837 698 299
Opel 464 722 485 159 520 249 570 545 619 573
Ford 411 255 439 694 486 724 545 222 591 092
Volkswagen 322 228 348 729 387 439 441 221 507 921
Hyundai 278 845 330 581 382 696 427 632 469 459
Toyota 325 013 348 607 383 016 420 720 452 291
Peugeot 181 492 194 166 211 443 227 433 240 566
Honda 171 722 187 579 202 708 217 701 232 585
Mercedes 151 338 159 685 170 085 182 303 194 676
BMW 92 005 98 069 108 656 124 920 141 087
Skoda 93 466 96 244 101 825 109 056 118 545
Chevrolet 44 744 54 443 70 505 93 294 113 391
Nissan 59 449 64 606 74 545 92 291 110 601
Citroen 61 995 68 519 79 385 93 725 108 752
Lada 95 667 95 466 95 203 94 829 94 559
Dacia 30 865 36 393 48 281 65 989 92 416
Audi 48 249 54 757 64 780 77 051 91 620
Kia 52 975 57 893 66 574 76 032 87 613
Seat 45 590 48 154 52 972 58 954 64 657
Mazda 43 515 45 657 47 744 49 342 49 835

Instead of using
analphabetical order, 

sort by value – from 
highest to lowest (latest 
year)
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For discussion:

Suggest some improvements in this table?
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without
children

with 1
child

with 2
and more 

children

2005 30 531 38,6 47,4 14,0 23 529 0,77
2009 35 053 42,7 45,2 12,1 24 871 0,71
2010 36 655 43,4 44,6 12,0 25 737 0,70
2011 38 584 43,1 44,4 12,5 27 404 0,71
2012 39 034 42,3 44,4 13,2 28 426 0,73

Year Dissolved
marriages, 

total

Of which (%) Number of 
children

remained 
without one 

parent, 
persons

Number of
common 

children per  
divorce

Using percentages makes it easier to compare and understand the
figures!

And: 
Number of children per divorce is better than per 1 000 divorces.
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