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Resolution

UN Statistical Commission endorsed the draft Resolution on 2020 World Population and Housing 
Census Programme and submitted it to the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations for 
adoption

On 10 June 2015 ECOSOC adopted the Resolution

Urges each member state to conduct at least one population and housing censuses in the 
period 2015-2024-ased on international recommendations, advance planning, cost efficiency, coverage, 
timely dissemination

Underscores the need for quality standards and assurance and compliance with the 
Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics

 Requests the United Nations to:

 Prepare international standards, methods and guidelines

 Ensure coordination of activities among stakeholders in assisting Member States in the 
implementation of the 2020 Programme

 Monitor and regularly report on the implementation of the 2020 World Programme
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UNSD Methodological framework
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UNSD Methodological framework

 New releases
 French translation of two census guidelines –UNFPA provided funds for translation, editing 

and printing of :
o Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses Rev 3 
o Handbook on Census Management Rev 2 

 Technical Report on Measuring SDG Indicators through Population and Housing Censuses 
and Civil Registration Data
o As direct sources for measuring 40 indicators
o As a source for denominators of about 100 indicators
o Georeferencing census data for measuring 4 indicators, visualization and 

disaggregation of all SDG indicators

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/census/index.cshtml#methods

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/census/index.cshtml
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Monitoring the implementation of the 2020 census programme during 
the Covid-19 pandemic

 After the declaration of the Covid-19 as a pandemic by WHO, UNSD has conducted three surveys on the 
impact of the pandemic on census-taking 

• First survey in March-April 2020 –collected information from countries that have conducted or were 
planning to conduct their census in 2020

• Response rate 78 percent (43 countries out of 56)
• Second survey in collaboration with WB in September 2020- administrated to all NSOs scheduled  a 

census in 2020 or 2021 
• Third survey in December 2020-January 2021- collected information from countries that have conducted 

or planning to conduct their census in 2020 and 2021
• Response rate 86 percent (104 countries out of 121)
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Dashboard for monitoring the impact of the pandemic on the implementation of 
2020 round of censuses 

https://unstats.un.org/
unsd/demographic-
social/census/index.cs
html
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Dashboard for monitoring the impact of the pandemic on the implementation of 
2020 round of censuses
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Online Expert Group Meeting on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on 
conducting population and housing censuses and on census data quality concerns

 Four-day event in 9-12 February 2021
 Brought together census experts from NSOs, census agencies, international organizations and regional 

offices to discuss following three topics:
• Major changes in the design of population and housing censuses due to the Covid-19 pandemic
• Assessment of data quality for censuses conducted during the Covid-19 pandemic 
• Effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on data analysis and comparability overtime 

 Over one hundred experts from 24 national statistical offices and regional and international 
organizations participated 

All presentations and recordings are available at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-
social/meetings/2021/egm-covid19-census.cshtml

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2021/egm-covid19-census.cshtml


Statistics Division

Online EGM on the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on conducting censuses and on 
census data quality concerns-Main conclusions 
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Overview of census methodologies

 Traditional 

census

 Rolling census

 Combined 

methodology

 Fully register -

based

Traditional

• Full field enumeration only

• Full field enumeration and continuous survey

Combined

• Base registers and/or integrated admin sources and full field enumeration

• Base register and/integrated admin sources with ad-hoc survey(s)

• Base registers and/or integrated admin sources with  continuous survey

• Base registers and/or integrated admin sources with existing sample surveys

Register-
based

• Fully register-based censuses

Ref: UN Principles and 
Recommendations for 
Population and 
Housing Censuses Rev 
3
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Comparative advantages and challenges of combined or register-based censuses 
over traditional census 

Advantages

• Lower per capita costs

• Less processing time

• More timely statistics for census topics 

– yearly statistics on basic 

characteristics of population 

• No/less burden on respondents

• Reducing non-response 

• More time and resources for producing 

new statistics to meet changing user 

needs

Challenges

• Greater dependency on public authorities

• Well-established system for base registers

• Differences in concepts and definitions 

across registers and/or with internationally 

recommended definitions

• Under-coverage of some population groups

• Rigidness in selecting census topics 

• Late registration and timeliness of delivery 

dates

• Requires advanced and sophisticated 

processing
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UNSD focus  

 Continue monitoring and documenting the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
on census-taking and its effects on the quality of census data

 An expert group meeting dedicated to census methodologies conducted with 
the use of administrative data focusing on administrative registers for the 
production of small area statistics

 Organizing training census workshop for francophone countries in Africa on 
principles and recommendations for censuses and management of census 
operations

 Regular activities in providing technical assistance to countries​
 Continue coordination of census-related activities together with UNFPA, the 

United States Bureau of the Census and the World Bank through the 
International Committee on Census Coordination (ICCC)


