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Census undertaking in Maldives
• Maldives began taking census in 1911

• decennial censuses conducted in 1921 & 1931

• After WW II, census conducted in 1946,  1953 & 
1957

• First modern census taken in 1977.

• Since then, census has been conducted every 
five years (1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2006) 

• Last census conducted in 2014- after 8 years.

• Next census –Sept 2022



Feasibility for a register based census

• NBS carried out an assessment in 2010 to see Maldives 
readiness to move to a register based census in 2011

• Condition of existing registers: Population and Dwelling 
register

• Is Maldives prepared for a register based census in 
2011?

• Till date, Maldives does not have a proper population 
register or a register of dwellings .

•The feasibility study identified various existing 
administrative registers that may be used to compile 
these two basic registers.



Population Register
• A National Population Register (NAARES) is operated by the 
Department of National Registration (DNR) where every 
Maldivian upon birth is issued a unique ID number (NID).

• NID card is issued to every Maldivian once:

- Birth has been registered

- Birth certificate has been issued

- Each person is registered in a house

• Registration is considered quite complete. NBS publishes 
registered population by sex, age and locality.

•NID has gained its importance over the years: to seek public 
& private services which includes universal health coverage, 
banking, telecom, insurance, bill payment etc.



Population Register

• The population register has the key fields available 
to link it with existing administrative databases and 
to conduct a census

• Limitation: Register population is captured and 
not the resident population.

•Due to high internal migration in the country, a 
person might not live in the island they are 
registered and might live in a resort, abroad, or 
other administrative island

• No record maintained at local councils level on 
resident population (Maldivians and Foreigners)



Dwelling Register

•The house register maintained at Councils provides 
information on persons registered in the house.

• There is no register of usual residents living in a 
dwelling.

• Some of these house registers are not computerized 
(maintained in log books)

• At present there is no mechanism to provide any 
linkages between dwellings and households and the 
persons living in the unit. 



Dwelling Register
The responsible authority to maintain such a register falls under Ministry of National Planning, Housing

and Infrastructure. Councils maintains two types of house registries. One is the ownership register of the

house and the other as the register of the permanent members of the house.

- Ownership registers or house register- this includes information on the house area, detail of the

owner/s such as National Identification Number (NID), date of birth, and sex. It also includes

information on the type of ownership (such as state owned, individual or dual). Street name is also

included in this register, if given. A unique number is given to each house registered.

- Register of permanent members of a house (Permanent Address)- this includes information on the

members who are registered in a house register. Details such as NID number, date of birth and sex of

each member is included in this register. According to the law, a person cannot be registered in two

houses at the same time. A separate register exists at the Council level to register individuals who do

not have a house to register under.



Dwelling Register
HIES DHS 

B01Residential type  
AV- of places 

on  service 

AV- of  places 

on service 

 House 

/flat/apartme

nt/ complex 

only

only address  (house/ 

flat… not identified )

B02 No. of rooms   NA NA 
No. of rooms used for 

sleeping only

B03.Wall type   NA NA  

B04.Floor type   NA NA  

B05.Roof type   NA NA  

B06.Lighting type  NA NA   

B07.Electric provider  NA NA
AV-  places on 

service 
Electricity available 

or not

B08.Toilet type  NA  NA  

B09.Toilet not shared  NA NA NA 

Toilet shared or not 

& no of household 

shared toilet (formed 

as one Ques)

B10.Ownership of House   NA NA  

B11.Owner by sex   NA NA  

B12.Waste disposal  NA NA NA  

B13.Drinking water  NA
AV- of places 

on  service 
NA  

B14.Treatment of water NA NA  NA  

B15.Cooking water  NA  NA  

B16.Kitchen NA NA NA NA  

B17.Cooking fuel  NA NA NA  

       Consumer durables/ 

facilities  available
NA NA NA NA

More infor AV 

than from census

Electrici ty, Radio, 

TV, Cable TV, 

Computer, 

Internet, Mobi le 

Phone, Line 

Phone, 

Refrigerator, AC, 

Washing Machine

Note :  - Available X-Not available     NA- Not Applicable 

Note: Municipality does not have yet the information on flats

Sector Census variables 

Ho
us

in
g 

In
fo

Municipality
Water and 

Sewerage
STELCO

Sample surveys

Household type, 

Household Ownership by 

sex, no. of rooms for 

sleeping , type of 

contruction material used 

for walls, floor, roof , % of 

Hh  with access to safe 

drinking water, electricity  

etc. Fuel consumption by 

type and by sex of hh 

head, % of waste 

disposable by method,  

ownership by sex,HH 

appliances and media 

facilities

MOHTE Important Indicators from 

Census 2006



Linkage with other administrative data sources

• The linkage between various registers is not yet 
seamless in the Maldives. 

• Potential data linkages for census:

• Linking currently school attending population 
through MEMIS

• Pension data – for employment in formal sector



Legal basis for conducting RBC

• Weak legal framework exist in the country

• NBS has ‘Statistical Regulation’

• Statistics law in the process of enactment

•A good legal basis together with public acceptance is 
need to move to a register base census


