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FINAL REPORT

1. The 10" Session of the Statistical Commission of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC-StatCom)
was organised by Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries
(SESRIC) in collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) on 05-07 October 2021 through
a video-conferencing platform.

2. A total of 86 participants from NSOs of 33 OIC countries joined the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom.
Representatives of 11 international and regional organisations, namely Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) General Secretariat, Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Group, Arab Institute for
Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS), Islamic Organisation for Food Security (IOFS),
Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 215 Century (PARIS21), Statistical Centre for the
Cooperation Council for the Arab Countries of the Gulf (GCC-Stat), United Nations Statistical Institute
for Asia and the Pacific (UNSIAP), United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), United Nations
International Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and World Health
Organization (WHO) also participated in the Session.

3. The agenda of the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom was as follows:

*  Opening Session;

« Adoption of the Agenda and Work Programme

+  Report of the OIC-StatCom Secretariat on the Implementation of the Resolutions of the 9™ Session
of OIC-StatCom;

* Implementation and Follow-up Mechanism of the Strategic Vision of the OIC-StatCom for 2030
and its Programme of Action for 2021-2025;

*  Monitoring and Reporting SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being) Indicators;

»  Population and Housing Census Editing;

«  Efforts to Maintain Statistical Capacity Development during the COVID-19 Pandemic; and

*  Open Discussions, Adoption of Resolutions, and Closing Session.

4. All documents of the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom, including all presentations and statements together
with participants list, are available online at https://bit.ly/3uKgErk and shall be consulted for more
detailed information.

05 October 2021, Tuesday
Opening Session
Welcoming Speeches

5. The Opening Session started with the welcome addresses by HE Mr. Nyakassi M.B. SANYANG,
Statistician General of the Gambia Bureau of Statistics (GBoS) and Chairman of the 9" Session of OIC-
StatCom; HE Mr. Nebil DABUR, Director General of SESRIC; Mr. Jakhongir KHASANOQOV,
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Representative of the OIC General Secretariat; and Dr. Areef SULEMAN, Representative of the IsDB
Group.

As the outgoing Chair of 9" Session of OIC-StatCom, HE Mr. Nyakassi M.B. SANYANG thanked the
Secretariat and the OIC-StatCom Bureau Members for their continuous support in organising various
statistical activities for the benefit of OIC-StatCom members through video-conferencing platform
during the COVID-19 pandemic. He also welcomed and congratulated the new Bureau Members of the
10™ Session of OIC-StatCom.

In his opening remarks, HE Mr. Nebil DABUR underlined the importance of reliable statistics during
the COVID-19 pandemic that has triggered a major global economic and financial crisis. HE Mr.
DABUR also highlighted that the official statistics are expected to go beyond the traditional
methodologies and approaches for the production of national statistics. He further stated that in response
to the ongoing extraordinary situation, the Secretariat will continue to organise its planned statistical
activities virtually and made them open to all member countries. Before concluding his speech, HE Mr.
DABUR expressed once again his sincere thanks to the outgoing OIC-StatCom Bureau Members of the
previous session, and congratulated new Bureau Members of the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom.

The message of HE Dr. Yousef A. AL-OTHAIMEEN, Secretary General of the OIC, was delivered by
Mr. Jakhongir KHASANOV. In his message, HE Dr. AL-OTHAIMEEN stated that the COVID-19
pandemic has brought data and evidence to the centre of policy-making and public attention. However,
many NSOs of OIC countries are struggling with funding constraints and other challenges to support
their data production. In this context, HE Dr. AL-OTHAIMEEN called the OIC-StatCom members to
actively involve in the implementation of the Strategic Vision of the OIC-StatCom for 2030 by
strengthening cooperation among the NSOs of OIC countries through capacity building development
and exchange of best practices.

Dr. Areef SULEMAN delivered the statement on behalf the ISDB Group by highlighting the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic, which has increased the phenomenon of digitalization such as the widespread
adoption of e-commerce, virtual meetings and conferences, and the emergence of online markets and
streaming services. In this regard, he urged the NSOs of OIC member countries to study these
developments to better prepared to operate under unforeseen circumstances. He also emphasized the
acceleration of improvements in tracking key socioeconomic indicators such as Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as well as the use of wide array of data types and sources — both traditional
and non-traditional.
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Election of the Bureau Members of the 10™ Session of OIC-StatCom

10.

HE Mr. DABUR announced the elected Bureau Members of 10" Session of the OIC-StatCom as
follows:

«  Chair: Tunisia (representing the Arab region);

« Vice Chair: Pakistan (representing the Asia region);

« Vice Chair: Uganda (representing the Africa region);

»  Permanent Vice Chair: Palestine (as per the Rules of Procedure of the OIC-StatCom); and
» Rapporteur: SESRIC (as per the Rules of Procedure of the OIC-StatCom).

Hand-Over of the Chairmanship from African Group to Arab Group

11.

12.

HE Mr. Nyakassi M. B. SANYANG handed over the Chairmanship of OIC-StatCom to new the
Chairman, HE. Mr. Adnen LASSOUED, Director General of the National Institute of Statistics (INS)
of Tunisia.

Following the hand-over of the Chairmanship, the opening remarks of HE. Mr. Adnen LASSOUED was
delivered by Mr. Moustapha BOUZAYEN, Head of National Accounts Department at the INS of
Tunisia. He commenced the remarks by thanking the Chairman of the 9™ Session, HE Mr. SANYANG,
and to the Members of the Commission for the trust extended to Tunisia to chair the 10" Session of
OIC-StatCom. In his remarks, Mr. BOUZAYEN highlighted that coordination of NSSs requires
strengthening further in many countries to effectively respond to the COVID-19 pandemic-related data
needs. He further expressed the importance of OIC-StatCom as a platform for cooperation and for
exchanging experiences to develop mechanisms that will advance the functions entrusted to the NSOs
in OIC countries.

Adoption of the Agenda

13.

Mr. BOUZAYEN, on behalf of HE. Mr. Adnen LASSOUED, Chair of the 10™" Session of OIC-StatCom,
summarized the Draft Agenda and opened the floor for any comments. The Agenda was unanimously
adopted as it is.

Session on “Report of the OIC-StatCom Secretariat on the Implementation of the Resolutions of the 9t
Session of OIC-StatCom”

14.

Dr. Atilla KARAMAN, Director of Statistics and Information Department of SESRIC, briefed the
delegates of the Commission on the Implementation of the Resolutions of the 9™ Session of OIC-
StatCom. Following the presentation, the Chair open the floor for questions and answers.
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Questions and Answers

15.

16.

17.

18.

Gabon requested to receive training on ‘SDG 1 (No Poverty) Indicators’. The Secretariat responded that
after the 9™ Session of OIC-StatCom, 2 training courses related to poverty have been organised, namely
‘Living Conditions and Poverty Statistics’ for the benefit of BBS of Bangladesh and ‘SDG 1 (No
Poverty) Indicators’ for the benefit of OIC Arab-speaking countries. In order to have equal geographical
distribution among the three OIC regions, the Secretariat has planned to organise a training course on
‘SDG 1 (No Poverty) Indicators’ in 2022 for the benefit of OIC French-speaking countries.

Oman inquired if there is a possibility to develop a new methodology for measuring poverty specifically
for the OIC member countries. The Secretariat informed that the efforts currently focus on developing
statistical capacities of OIC countries based on the internationally accepted poverty measurement
methodologies, hence developing a new methodology specifically for the OIC countries will require
extensive resources. The Secretariat also mentioned that the trainings conducted under the StatCaB
Programme also depend on the availability of experts from the OIC countries and the contents indicated
in the Terms of Reference (ToR) submitted by the beneficiary countries.

IsDB informed that they recently completed a short brief on ‘Exploring Multidimensional Poverty across
IsDB Member Countries using the Global MPI” with the aim of providing us with a more holistic
understanding of poverty beyond income poverty in our member countries. The Report can be accessed
on: https://irti.org/product/exploring-multidimensional-poverty-across-isdb-member-countries-using-
the-global-mpi-no-1/. 1sDB also prepared the Regional Report titled “Exploring Multidimensional
Poverty across ISDB Member Countries in MENA and Europe Using the Global MPI” accessible
through:  https://irti.org/product/exploring-multidimensional-poverty-across-isdb-member-countries-
using-the-global-mpi-no-2/

Morocco expressed their readiness to share their expertise on SDG 1 and will continue to support
SESRIC Statistical Capacity Building (StatCaB) programme. The Secretariat took note of the
willingness of Morocco for sharing their expertise with the other OIC-StatCom members.

Session on “Implementation and Follow-up Mechanism of the Strategic Vision of the OIC-StatCom for
2030 and its Programme of Action for 2021-2025”

19.

Ms. Nenden Octavarulia SHANTY, Researcher at Statistics and Information Department of SESRIC,
delivered a presentation on the Implementation of the OIC-StatCom Programme of Action for 2021-
2025 prepared based on the responses of the OIC-StatCom members to the questionnaire designed for
that purpose. Following the presentation, the Chair opened the floor for questions and answers.

Questions and Answers

20.

Tunisia inquired about the approach to be adopted concerning the findings of the Survey. The Secretariat
responded that the OIC-StatCom Strategic Vision for 2030 (accessible through
https://www.oicstatcom.org/strategic-vision.php), whose development started in 2018 based on the
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available international statistical action plans so as not to create an additional burden on the member
countries and adoption took place in the 9™ Session of OIC-StatCom in 2020, identifies specific tasks
both for the member countries and the Secretariat. Accordingly, the Survey that was circulated to the
member countries had the objective to inquire whether they are implementing the activities indicated
under the Strategic Objectives of the OIC-StatCom Strategic Vision for 2030 (accessible through
https://www.oicstatcom.org/strategic-vision.php). On its part, the Secretariat has organised a Workshop
on ‘Coordination within the National Statistical Systems’ in collaboration with the UN Statistics
Division (UNSD) on 15-17 June 2021 in support of the relevant Strategic Objective and Key Action of
the OIC-StatCom Strategic Vision. The Secretariat added that so far only 24 OIC countries have
responded partially to the Survey and it would be possible to draw a complete picture if more countries
could submit their Survey responses to the Secretariat.

Oman asked if there is any mechanism to measure the impact of trainings organised for the benefit of
member countries. Oman further proposed to categorise the countries based on the challenges faced
when the Secretariat plans the statistical activities since the challenges faced by the member countries
differ from financial to technical challenges. The Secretariat informed that it is quite difficult to measure
the impacts of the training due to limited resources. As to the categorisation of the countries, the
Secretariat is trying its best to meet the requirements of countries based on to the resources allocated
and ensuring equitable geographic distribution among the member countries with respect to organisation
of activities.

Oman additionally indicated if they could add some feedback on the current OIC-StatCom Strategic
Vision document. The Secretariat welcomed Oman’s proposal and requested them to send their feedback
by email to the Secretariat.

06 October 2021, Wednesday

Session on “Monitoring and Reporting SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being) Indicators”

23.

In this session, the presentations were delivered by Mr. Amit PRASAD (WHO), Ms. Mengjia LIANG
(UNFPA), Mr. Mohamad Shukor bin MAT LAZIM (DOSM, Malaysia), Mr. Hamed Saud AL
DAGHEISHI (NCSI, Oman), Dr. Fatimah ALOEF (GASTAT, Saudi Arabia), and Dr. Ash ASIK
YAVUZ (TURKSTAT, Turkey). The recorded presentation of UNICEF, delivered by Dr. Yanhong
ZHANG, was also displayed. Following the presentations, the Chair opened the floor for questions and
answers. During the presentations, some delegates posted their questions through the Zoom chat
window.
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Questions and Answers

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Morocco requested information from Saudi Arabia regarding an overview on the impact of COVID-19
by relating the situation of the SDGs in 2020, direct impact of the pandemic, and the impact during the
“new normal”. Saudi Arabia informed that some of their surveys had to be stopped due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and thus this has an impact on the time series data to be produced by their institution. They
tried to get in touch with the relevant stakeholders in their country to fill this gap. Regarding the impact,
they must compare the 2020 data with the 2021 data to ensure the real impact of COVID-19.

Togo directed the following two questions to WHO: (i) What is the right strategy to be developed by
African countries in order to reduce the birth rate to overcome famine that hit our country? and (ii) How
can we benefit from adequate health skills from developed countries so that we can be independent in
dealing with various diseases that threaten our country? The WHO responded that the fertility rate in
Africa has actually been coming down but still the highest across all other regions. However, focusing
on birth rate may not be the strategy to tackle famine. Instead, WHO proposed that government policies
that help with distribution of food while working with national and international partners to improve the
food security in the country should be prioritised. As for the second question of Togo, the WHO
indicated that there are two facets to consider: international and national. It is a fact that the more
developed countries have long benefitted from the flow of skilled health professionals from other
regions, including Africa. In this respect, the countries in Africa need to reverse it. Additionally, the
health technology transfer should also be in the plans of governments. There is also a need for improving
the number of educational institutions that educate the health professionals in Africa.

Pakistan requested clarification from WHO concerning whether the countries presented by WHO
maintain maternal mortality rates due to COVID-19 and if yes, whether relevant data are available. The
WHO clarified that last available data was from 2017 and 2020 data will be published by next year.

Oman informed that administrative registers have been used for reporting SDG 3 indicators. They
suggested the WHO develop special indicators for ascertaining the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on
SDG 3.

Turkey asked Malaysia about how they evaluate their achievement of SDG 3 in a short time especially
in the 2018-2019 period and whether there will be a government short-term plan carried out on SDG 3
indicators. Malaysia replied that they used long series of data for monitoring and reporting the
achievement of SDG 3 and they evaluate the progress together with the Ministry of Health of Malaysia.

Indonesia argued that collecting data on death registration is quite challenging, thus they inquired of
UNFPA on how to overcome the challenges. UNFPA responded that assessment of death registration
completeness via household surveys is indeed challenging. To-date, survey measurement of vital event
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registration completeness has largely been focused narrowly on birth registration. In the last two
Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) in Tajikistan and Guatemala, death registration completeness
for children under 5 years at the time of the survey was assessed. In 2007, Ghana included detailed
information about death registration/certification in their Maternal Health  Survey
(https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR227/FR227.pdf). UNFPA further informed that they have been
supporting a number of countries in death (and marriage) registration completeness assessment using a
range of methods - including the use of add-on questions in censuses and household surveys, as well as
indirect demographic estimation methods. It has been UNFPA’s focus to support national authorities in
assessing subnational inequalities in death and marriage registration completeness. In addition, UNFPA
also informed that they have recently developed a range of technical materials on the subject as well as
the related issues of assessing the determinants and factors leading to under-registration of deaths (and
marriages) and the production of vital statistics from incomplete/deficient civil registration data.

Session on “Population and Housing Census Editing”

30.

In this session, the presentations were delivered by Ms. Meryem DEMIRCI (UNSD), Ms. Ari
PURBOWATI (BPS, Indonesia), Ms. Norfariza Hanim KASIM (DOSM, Malaysia), Mr. Yousuf AL-
RIYAMI (NCSI, Oman), Dr. Saad ALQAHTANI (GASTAT, Saudi Arabia), Mr. Mehmet Dogu
KARAKAYA (TURKSTAT, Turkey), and Ms. Nadia TOUIHRI (INS, Tunisia). Following the
presentations, the Chair opened the floor for questions and answers. During the presentations, some
delegates posted their questions through the Zoom chat window.

Questions and Answers

31.

32.

Pakistan inquired of UNSD whether it is sufficient to use real-time editing for electronic based data
collection or do the editing again after data collection (traditional editing). UNSD responded that a
number of considerations have to be made when building edits-on-entry for Computer Assisted Personal
Interviewing (CAPI) and Computer-Assisted Self Interviewing (CASI) used in censuses. Excessive
edits-on-entry may slow down the enumeration process and performance of the data collection tool.
Therefore, it is suggested to do hard-edits for key census variables, such as age and sex and soft-edits
for other variables. UNSD further informed that it will be difficult to compare different answers from
the same record or different records during data collection. In this regard, depending on the questionnaire
content, there might be a maximum effort for real-time edits. However, it is necessary to implement
editing/imputation phase after data processing to ensure that data for specific variable is coherent with
other variables.

Malaysia asked Indonesia if there are other administrative data that have been mapped with census data
other than the Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA\) of Indonesia. Indonesia clarified that there is no other
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administrative data and added that this is the first time for them to use the administrative data from the
MOHA as the basis of their population census.

Morocco suggested inserting themes into the questionnaire where processing and analysis can respond
to the impact of the pandemic on households, on access to education and on access to health services,
particularly in the most disadvantaged areas and regions, in order to better identify socio-economic
disparities.

Algeria inquired of Turkey whether they have evaluated the quality of data collected by using alternative
data collection methods such as Computer Assisted Web Interviewing (CAWI), Computer Assisted
Telephone Interviewing (CATI), and CAPI. Two responses were received from the Methodology Unit
and Labour Force Survey (LFS) Unit of TURKSTAT. During the COVID-19 pandemic, TURKSTAT
continued the statistical production process without serious problems. In this period, since collecting
data with CAPI method became almost impossible, CATI as an alternative data collection method to
CAPI was taken into consideration especially for the household surveys and it was implemented
successfully. In this respect, 124 call centre posts were introduced in 26 regional offices of TURKSTAT,
which allowed reliable and easier communication with the respondents/sampling units. While for the
cross sectional and independent household surveys, the data collection was made by CATI, the CAPI-
CATI mix mode has been used in the surveys that have panel/rotational structure. TURKSTAT further
informed that before the pandemic, they applied a pilot study for 8 months to check the mode effect
(CAPIvs. CAPI-CATI mix mode) on LFS. In order to measure the effect of the change in data collection
method, a modular questionnaire was introduced in LFS. Main labour market estimations were obtained
from both collection modes independently and compared in terms of their relative standard errors and
confidence intervals. The results were found reliable with their reasonable values. Another study in LFS
was carried out referring the nonresponse situations during the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result of the
change in the interview mode, the share of the non-response and out-of-coverage rates became reversed.
In order to see whether this situation might have had an effect on the weighting process, a simulation
study was carried out in the Methodology Department. In the study, the non-respondent sample units
were treated as if they were out-of-coverage units and weighting factors were recalculated. Estimations
for the unemployment rate were obtained based on these new calculated weights and it was seen that
there was not a significant difference between the two estimations.

LFS Unit at TURKSTAT responded that until 2020, the CAPI method has been used for Household
LFS. At the beginning of 2020, CATI was started with a small sample, in addition to the CAPI. As of
2020, the CAPI-CATI mixed data collection method has been gradually adopted (the first interviews are
with CAPI and those with phones from other waves are with CATI). When the pandemic started, the
ratio of CATI implementation increased. During the pandemic, Household LFS has been continued
through phone calls rather than CAPI interviews. The advantages of the CAPI method can be seen from
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the strength and confidence in face-to-face communication, opportunities for household observations
and respondents’ reactions. As for disadvantages; high cost, weather conditions (seasonal etc.), and
possible transportation problems especially during pandemic can be cited. As to the advantages of CATI,
it is low-cost as there is no need for field visits especially during the pandemic. For disadvantages of
CATI, inability to reach households without telephone or contact information; issues concerning
inaccurate answers on the phone depending on the environment; communication difficulties (elderly,
disabled, etc.); and respondents getting bored or wanting to shorten the interview due to long interview
duration, can be cited.

07 October 2021, Thursday

Session on “Efforts to Maintain Statistical Capacity Development during COVID-19 Pandemic”

36.

In this session, the presentations were delivered by Mr. Ralf BECKER (UNSD), Mr. Makoto SHIMIZU
(UNSIAP), Mr. Philippe GAFISHI (PARIS21), Mr. Omurbek IBRAEV (NSC, Kyrgyzstan), Mr. Emre
Husnu USTUNDAG (TURKSTAT, Turkey), and Ms. Winifred Nankya Mulindwa MUKALAZI
(UBQOS, Uganda). Following the presentations, the Chair opened the floor for questions and answers.
Some delegates posted their questions through the Zoom chat window.

Questions and Answers

37.

38.

39.

PARIS21 informed the participants that the Guidelines for Developing Statistical Capacity (CD4.0) is
accessible at:

https://paris21.org/sites/default/files/inline-
filessfUNV003_Guidelines%20for%20Capacity%20Development%20WEB_0.pdf

Algeria inquired of UNSD whether the online trainings provided to NSOs during the COVID-19
pandemic brought benefits in comparison with the face-to-face training. UNSD responded that online
trainings are not a simple replacement of face-to-face trainings though many people can be addressed
through the online methods. Online trainings cannot be conducted for longer periods in contrary to the
face-to-face trainings which can take up to 6 hours per day with much more interactivity involved.
UNSD added that online methods will be used by focusing on a more specific theme for smaller groups.
However, as soon as the current situation normalizes, then face-to-face trainings will be resumed as
online alternatives cannot replace them.

Qatar informed the participants that online training provides many advantages as colleagues from other
departments can be invited to attend. Accordingly, the online modality gives them the opportunity to
accommodate many people from different departments in one training.
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Any Other Business, Adoption of Resolutions and Closing Session

40. The Secretariat shared the Draft Resolution (in three official languages of the OIC) with the delegates
of the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom on 30 September 2021. The delegates are expected to send their
feedback through email to the Secretariat no later than 15 October 2021. After the deliberations, the
Draft Resolutions will be revised according to the received inputs and will be shared with the delegates
as final version.

41. At the end of the Session, Mr. Moustapha BOUZAYEN, on behalf of HE. Mr. Adnen LASSOUED,
Chair of the 10" Session of OIC-StatCom, and HE. Mr. Nebil DABUR, Director General of SESRIC,
delivered their Closing Remarks.
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