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Purpose and Use of the NSBR

INSTAT is maintaining Business Registers for statistical purposes:

• As a tool for the preparation and coordination of surveys;

• As a source of statistical information for the statistical analysis of the business population and its 

demography;

• For the use of administrative data;

• For the construction of statistical units.

Main Use of the SBR:

• Publish the official statistics on Business Registers;

• Distribution and managing lists for issuing business survey questionnaires(contact information);

• Provide a population frame for generating business survey samples;

• Provide a basis for grossing business survey samples to business population estimates;

• Help to prevent duplication and omission;

• Improve congruence between the results of different surveys;

• Control survey overlap if survey samples are coordinated;

• Monitor the response burden on businesses.
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IMPROVING THE BUSINESS REGISTERS

For SBR are important:

• Administrative data;

• Other surveys with comparable coverage or data;

• The respondents;

• The users.

The quality dimensions  of NSBR is very important for users

1. Relevance

2. Accuracy

3. Timeliness and punctuality

4. Accessibility and clarity

5. Comparability 

6. Coherence

INSTAT is focused more in cost and burden of business



The structure of NSBR
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• Albanian Law No 17/2018 date 5.4.2018 “For official statistics”;

• Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November

2019 on European business statistics

• Decision of Albanian Parliament No. 10/2017 date 9/02/2017 “On Official Statistics

Program 2017-2021”;

• Decision of Albanian Government “On nomenclature of economic activities, NACE Rev.2”,

No.320 date 28/05/2014;

• Law No.115/2014 “On territorial Law no.115/2014 On the Administrative-Territorial

Division of the Local Government Units in the Republic of Albania.

• Law no. 9920 dated 19.5.2008 “On Tax Procedures in the Republic of Albania”;

• Albanian Law No 8957 date 17.10.2002 “For small and medium enterprises, SME”

• Decision of Albanian Government No 1037, date 15/12/2010 “ On implementation of

territorial nomenclature “Albania in three regions, NUTS II” based on European

Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics;

• Memorandum of Understanding between General Directory of Taxation and Institute of

Statistics; date 11.03.2015;

• Memorandum of Understanding between National Business Centre and Institute of

Statistics; date 13.06.2017;

• Directive of the Minister of Finance No. 19 dated 3.11.2014 “On Enforcement Regime

Scheme specific compensation for purposes of agricultural producers of Value Added Tax”

Legislative base



SBR and BD - Legal Base and framework

• Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the

Council of 27 November 2019 on European business statistics (article 2,

article 8 and Annex 3 contained the framework for SBR and EGR, their

variables and detailed information)

• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1197 of 30 July 2020

laying down technical specifications and arrangements pursuant to

Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of the

Council on European business statistics (Table 12. Country-level

business statistics on demographic events for enterprises);

• European Business Statistics Manual (2021 edition)

• Eurostat-OECD Manual on Business Demography;

• European business statistics methodological manual for statistical

business registers — 2021 edition
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Business statistics country level (based on Regulation (EU) 2019/2152
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Size class by employees (based on Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 
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Observation unit used for BD

• An enterprise – a legal entity or a natural person;

• Each enterprise as a whole is assigned a code

number of its main activity according to the NACE

Rev.2;

• A main activity is determined and updated by the

SBR Unit / or number of persons employed.
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BD- Recorded variables in SBR

Legal Unit

Demographic Events

• Date of incorporation for legal persons or date of official recognition as an 

economic operator for natural persons (Registration date)

• Date on which the legal unit ceased

Stratification Parameters 

• Legal form

• Legal activity status

Enterprises

Demographic Events

• Date of commencement of activities ( mostly is the same as registration date)

• Date of final cessation of activities 

Stratification Parameters and Economic Variables 

• Principal activity code at NACE 4-digit level 

• Number of employees and self-employed persons 

• Number of employees
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The payroll file on individual level was used for the first time to maintain the SBR 2020 and the 

contributions were very significant.  The SBR should record the actual numbers of persons 

employed in order to obtain stratification variables as well as statistical information. Persons 

employed are preferable for stratifying survey samples for very small units. The SBR is the only 

comprehensive source, so the number of employed variable is used especially from methodology 

as very important information for preparing the samples. 

Coverage of Business registers

End  of the year

2020 

Number of active enterprises

(without farmers) 117,333 

Number of enterprises on

payroll dataset
109,723 

Coverage of SBR 94%

General data on payroll

End  of the year 2020 

Description Number 

Number of enterprises 109,723 

Number of persons 

employed
610,758 

from which

Self employed 80,417 

Employee 530,341 

Update the variable on SBR “Person employed”

11



New variable in SBR “Number of employees”

The algorithm based on legal form and type of ownership:

Legal form Description Category

Physical Person SP

Collective Society PA

Limited Partnership PA

Limited Liability Company (LLC) LL

Joint Stock Company (Sh.A) LL

State Enterprises and Institutions PA

Branches or representative offices of foreign companies PA

Simple society PA

Credit savings companies PA

Mutual cooperation companies PA

OJF (non-profit organizations) PA

International organizations PA

SP-Personally owned and no limit to personal liability

LL-Private or publicly quoted joint stock companies with limited liability for those owning shares

PA-Personally owned limited and unlimited liability partnerships (Included are also other legal forms such as cooperatives,

associations etc.)
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SP number of employees = number of persons employed -1

LL number of employees = number of persons employed -0

PA number of employees = number of persons employed -2

The rest of the legal units, with prevailing ownership “State ownership” 

(Central and local) and “Private ownership of foreign institution, 

international organization, foreign country with state ownership (budget) 

have not working owners estimated. 

New variable in SBR “Number of employees”
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Number of enterprises by size class

Total 117,333                 100%

0                     78,069 66.5%

01-04                     26,909 22.9%

05-09                        4,973 4.2%

10+                       7,382 6.3%

Size class by 

employees

Active.enterprises

number

Active.enterprises

%
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INSTAT and national statistical system produce the official statistics based

on NACE Rev.2 classification on economic activities, which is totally in

line with NACE Rev.2.

The English version is translated and approved by Albanian Government on

28/05/2014, No. 320 “On nomenclature of economic activities, NACE

Rev.2”. The use of NACE is mandatory within the Albanian Statistical

System as all public institutions and agencies, all private companies and

physical and juridical persons.

The SBR unit has setting up a list of NACE codes on European

classifications on Economic Activity, NACE Rev.2, which are not

common in Albanian economy. The list is checked with administrative

and statistical source and some improvement reflected time by time (62

NACE code).

Quality of NACE code to SBR
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SBR UserGroup and 

the quality of NACE for enterprises with 50+ employed

The SBR User Groups is working team to INSTAT and that meets regularly

to share experiences, plans and issues on the SBR. Members of User Group are

the head of units on Economic department, national account, Methodology

unit, Labour Force unit and others that used NSBR or contributes in its

updating process. The main issue discussed within the meetings are fixed

NACE (4 digit level) for each big enterprise and criteria discussed and

approved by members.

The big enterprises are important for all economy as well as for NSBR. The

SBR unit treated them with high priority and checked manually.
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Changes

Total

number %

Total of active enterprises 162342

from which

Enterprises with 50+ employed 1984 1%

% of employed (size 50+ employed) by total no. employed 48%

Total ENT Checked 1984

Changes

Changes in NACE on division level

(2digit) 1
0.1%

Changes in NACE on class level (4-

digit) 6
0.3%

Quality of NACE code to big enterprises
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The quality of NACE for enterprises with 10-49 employed

The NACE code for the enterprises with 10-49 employed is based on some rules and priority, which are decided by BR user group. 

Section 
NACE 

(2 digit) 

NACE 

 (4 digit) 
Description Notes 

Section B 

Mining and quarrying 05-09   

Mining and 

quarrying All section 

Section C  

Manufacturing 10-32     Exclude Repair  

Section D 

Electricity, gas, steam 

and air conditioning 

supply 35     All section 

Section E 

Water supply, sewerage, 

waste management and 

remediation activities 36-39     All section 

Section  H 

Transportation and 

storage       Defined NACE 

    4910 

Passenger rail 

transport, 

interurban   

    4920 

Freight rail 

transport   

    4950 

Transport via 

pipeline   

  50       

    5010 

Sea and coastal 

passenger water 

transport   

    5020 

Sea and coastal 

freight water 

transport   

    5030 

Inland passenger 

water transport   

    5040 

Inland freight 

water transport   

  51       
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The quality of NACE for enterprises with 1-9 employed

In SBR 2019 were active 153,426 enterprises with 1-9 employed. For the check of the quality of NACE codes it 

was prepared a sample, which covered approximately 10 % of all ENTs with 1-9 employed.

The checking process includes consistency between 4-digit NACE and description by words. Each group 

business descriptions were sort by their 4-digit level NACE code. For each NACE 4-digit was checked for key 

words related on NACE. It is quite straightforward to visually inspect these lists, and identify those businesses 

where a business description is inconsistent with the 4-digit NACE code it has been allocated to.

Example:

10.82 is describe in NACE Rev.2 “Manufacture of cocoa, chocolate and sugar confectionery”. 

So key words are: cocoa, chocolate and sugar

When 10. 82 is displayed, words: “Manufacture of cocoa; chocolate; sugar” we treat as NACE Consistent. If 

not, code 10.82 should be corrected. 

Quality of NACE code (1-9 employed)
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Changes
Total

number %

Total of active enterprises 162342

from which:

Enterprises with 1-9 employed 153426 95%

% of employed (size 1-9 employed) by total no. employed 34%

Total ENT Controlled 15602 10%

Changes

Changes in NACE on division level

(2digit) 206
1.3%

Changes in NACE on class level (4-

digit) 1638
10.5%

Quality of NACE code for small enterprises
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The quality of NACE code on NSBR

NACE

Total Number of ENT

number %
50+

employed

10-49

employed

1-9

employed

Total of active enterprises 162,342
1,984 6,932 153,426

Total ENT controlled 16,276 1,984
15,602

% of ENT controlled out of total active enterprise 11% 0
0

% of employed out of total persons employed 51% 0
0

Changes

Changes in NACE ,

division level (2 digit)
207 1% 1

206

Changes in NACE class

level (4 digit)
1,644 10% 6

1,638
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Birth rate
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Birth rate (excl farmers) 

%

Size

Year

2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

Total 10.55 11.47 12.44 15.37 14.95

1-9 employed 11.38 12.02 13.00 16.07 15.76

10-49 employed 0.71 5.16 5.72 6.11 2.46

50-249 employed 0.37 3.13 3.53 2.48 0.44

250+employed 0.00 3.38 0.86 0.90 0.00



Future Plans

• Create a time-series register for BD purposes 

(year 2010-2021);

• Prepare the Business demography statistics from SBR 

– Enterprise births, deaths, survivals

– Employer business demography

– High growth enterprises

– Regional business demography

• Publish Business demography statistics in Albania
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Thank you for listening!

Flutura SALA

Head of SBR Unit
regjistri@instat.gov.al

frama@instat.gov.al
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