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Background and Objectives 

Business demography and entrepreneurship statistics are the 

sources of information about the life cycle of businesses (birth, 

survival, death, etc.) as well as characteristics of entrepreneurs. 

Interest in these types of statistics has increased more than before 

as they deliver data and information about openness, innovation, 

competitiveness, economic growth and job creation for the 

purpose of creating new business policies and for better economic 

planning. 

The production of high-quality business demography and 

entrepreneurship statistics requires reliable and sound data 

sources. By playing a key role in the production of economic 

statistics, the statistical business register can support the statistical 

system in the form of structured data on business units and their features and activities. Effective use 

of the statistical business register offers opportunities to reduce costs and improves the quality of the 

statistics produced. 

Against this background, SESRIC, in collaboration with United Nations Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE), will organize an experience sharing webinar on the “Use of Business Registers for 

Business Demography and Entrepreneurship Statistics” on 28 March 2022. The main objective of this 

webinar is to provide a platform to exchange knowledge and best practices to improve statistical 

business registers of national statistical offices (NSOs) of OIC member countries including discussions 

on challenges of and lessons learnt by all stakeholders. 

This webinar will cover the following topics related to the business demography and entrepreneurship 

statistics: 

• Coverage of small and micro enterprises – Business statistics and statistical business registers 

normally focus on the largest businesses as they are relatively few in number but have a very large 

economic impact. However, for business demography, often the opposite is true. It is the small 

and micro enterprises that are of interest, particularly in terms of enterprise creation, survival and 

growth. This means that to produce accurate and comprehensive business demography statistics, 

it is necessary to have good coverage of small and micro enterprises in the statistical business 

register, which, in turn, means that it is vital to have access to suitable administrative sources. 

• Separating genuine business demography events from administrative changes – Business 

demography statistics need to identify when events reflect real-world changes rather than 

administrative processes. For example, if a successful individual entrepreneur decides to convert 

their business to a limited liability company (maybe as a result of tax or other economic policy 

incentives), this may look from the administrative perspective as the closure of one enterprise and 

the creation of another. It could falsely be counted as a “death” and a “birth” in business 

demography statistics, whereas, in reality, it is the continuation of an existing business, just under 

a new administrative arrangement. Methods, such as those proposed in the international manuals, 

need to be established and implemented to identify and separate out these types of events. 
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Format 
• Around 3 hours of webinar via Zoom with presentations. 

• The participants are expected to create a Zoom account by visiting https://zoom.us/signup in 

advance of the webinar. 

• The webinar will be conducted in English only and open to the NSOs of OIC countries. 

Work Programme 
13:30 – 13:40 

 

Introduction and Agenda Setting 

SESRIC, UNECE 

13:40 – 14:10 

30 minutes  

(with Q&A) 

Pre-Requisites for Statistical Business Registers to Support Business 

Demography Statistics (with a Focus on Coverage of Small and Micro 

Enterprises) 

Presenter: Steven Vale, Senior Statistician, UNECE 

 

14:10 – 14:40 

30 minutes  

(with Q&A) 

Methods for Identifying Genuine Demographic Events 

Presenter: Lico Hoekema, Statistical Researcher, Statistics Netherlands (CBS) 

14:40 – 14:50 

10 minutes 

Break 

14:50 – 16:30 

100 minutes  

(with Q&A) 

Presentations by Participating OIC Countries:  

Albania, Indonesia, Malaysia, Palestine, Türkiye, Uganda 

16:30 – 16:40 

10 minutes 

Closing Remarks 

* All times are indicated in Ankara, Turkey (UTC +3) time. For time difference information, please refer to: 

https://time.is/compare/1330_28_Mar_2022_in_Ankara  

 

Registration 

To access to the registration page, please visit: http://erp.sesric.org/events/webinar-SBS/Apply or scan the 

below QR code: 
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