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Introduction 

 Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS)

 Is a semi-autonomous statutory body 

 Established by an Act of Parliament in June 1998 

 UBOS is the principal data collecting and 
disseminating agency responsible for 
coordinating, monitoring and supervising the 
National Statistical System

 The Bureau is the source of Official Statistics in 
Uganda



Uganda Statistical 

Business Register

(SBR)



The SBR Profile

 Compiled by the NSO - Uganda Bureau of Statistics

 Characteristics of the SBR

 Identification 
 Name of Enterprise 

 Enterprise Unique Identifier

 Physical Address

 Telephone contacts

 The GPS coordinates

 Demographic
 Year of Enterprise start

 Economic/Stratification
 Activity - Principal

 Legal Status

 Ownership and Nationality

 Employment

 Turnover



The SBR Profile

 Source(s) of data:

 Census of Business Establishments (COBE) – main

 National Household Survey

 Administrative data sources

 Uganda Revenue Authority – VAT Register

 Uganda Registration Services Bureau

 Kampala Capital City Authority Business Register

 Associations

 Banking institutions; 

 Insurance companies; 

 Micro finance institutions; and

 Hotels.



The SBR Coverage

 Comprises:

 Household and Non-household based enterprises

 Formal and Informal enterprises

 Micro, Small, Medium and Large enterprises



Coverage of
Small and Micro Enterprises



Micro, Small, Medium and Large Enterprises  

Employment 

Size

Annual Turnover (millions)

<5 5 - 10 >10

1 – 4 Micro Small Medium

5 – 9 Micro Small Medium

10 – 19 Micro Small Medium

20 – 49 N/A Small Medium

>=50 N/A N/A Large



Micro, Small, Medium & Large Enterprises, 2010/11

Employment Size
Turnover (millions of Ug. Shillings))

Total
<5 5 - 10 >10

1 - 4 98.8% 90.1% 62.5% 272,848

5 - 9 1.2% 7.2% 18.9% 155,252

10 - 19 0.0% 2.4% 10.6% 6,977

20 - 49 0.0% 0.4% 6.0% 3,073

>=50 0.0% 0.0% 2.0% 929

Total 321,245 91,452 45,409 458,106

Micro

Small

Medium

Large



Employment Size (in the constructed 2020 frame) 

No. of Employees Number of Enterprises Percent

1 286,915 55.6

2 – 4 170,019 33.0

5 - 9 33,790 6.6

10 – 19 17,298 3.4

20 – 49 6,443 1.3

50 – 99 1,043 0.2

100 + 485 0.1

Total 515,991 100



Methods for identifying Genuine 

demographic events



Business Demography events

 The SBR is more of a Frozen register 

 Provides a snapshot

 Updated only when need arises – for economic surveys 

such as the Uganda Business Inquiry/Survey

 The SBR is not linked to other existing registers

 Internal 

 Population and Housing Census Register

 Real Estate Register

 External

 Revenue Authority VAT Register

 URSB Register

 NSSF 

 Kampala Capital City Business Register



Conclusion

Whereas an attempt is made to cover 

micro and small enterprises in the SBR, 

the nature of the register is such that it 

is not live.

The Bureau cannot ably produce 

business demography statistics nor 

separate genuine business demography 

events from administrative changes.
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