
Prepared and designed by: Osaid Al_Arda, Statistician Assistant / Services Sectors Department,
member in the team work of the Palestinian Statistical Business Register



Approach
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"Business Register" (BR) is considered as one of the most important examples of Integrating data 
from several sources, that contains  different forms in terms of coverage and quality, this 
difference,  due to the difference in registration methodologies and main purpose of registration 
of each source.
"Business Register" (BR) as a concept has two forms, “Administrative Business Register (ABR)” 
and “Statistical Business Register (SBR)” 

Whereas, to obtain SBR, it was necessary to carry out deep reforms in the infrastructure of the 
register of the relevant partners authorities, which was reflected on the official ABR, which was 
processed according to the statistical dimensions to become SBR



ABR & SBR
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The main difference between them;

ABR : It is a register of establishments created as a result of the 
matching files of the relevant official authorities that responsible 
for licensing and registration and the legal unit is the basic unit in 
the register

SBR : It is a framework for statistical purposes, and it is updated and 
modified through statistical methods such as census, surveys, unit 
of activity, and place. It is the basic unit in the record that meets 
the statistical purposes.



The  goals  of 
creating SBR
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Provide sets of units referred to as frames to surveys

Used to combine data from different sources to improve coverage

Using administrative data more extensively for statistical purposes

A powerful database that can be used for the direct production of statistics.



Features of SBR
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Very low cost 
system compared 
to implementing a 
comprehensive 
census

High quality due 
to the 
interconnection of 
several sources 
compared to data 
quality from only 
one source

The Update of the 
system by partners 
is continuously 
compared to a 
census executed 
every 5 years

Broader coverage of 
institutions, 
benefiting from 
coverage of several 
sources and several 
methodologies in 
registration

Cost Quality Update Coverage



Partners of SBR
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Ministry of Finance

census of Establishments.

Municipalities - Register 
of crafts and industries

Palestinian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry

Ministry of National Economy



The role of SBR
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Framework used in  
statistical process and for 

extracting economic 
statistics.

SBR information source 
Provide lists of 

enterprises and their 
locations(

Produce statistics 
based directly on 

the SBR 



Life Cycle of SBR 
and Data Flow
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1 2 3

4 5 6

The files of data 
should be collected 
from each party, 
computerize the non-
computerized ones, 
and keep them in the 
original and excel/csv 
format.

The data should be 
described in a special 
form to analyze the 
current situation, to 
facilitate the 
programming work in 
building the matching 
program and to study the 
problems of each file.

A set of rules are 
implemented to be 
applied on different files 
to make the data more 
consistent as much as 
possible to improve the 
quality and coverage of 
matching.

The matching process 
is based on comparing 
the matching variables 
together in a set of 
priorities in a certain 
score through Duke 
tool in JAVA.

Several variables are used 
to take the decision if the 
automatic matching is 
true or not, such as the 
ID, commercial name, 
owner name, phone 
numbers, activity, and 
the address. 

After the validation, 
the best value of each 
variable is chosen 
according to a set of 
priorities (depending 
on the quality of the 
files)



Building and Updating 
the Registry Processes
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1 2



Building and Updating 
the Registry Processes
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3 4



Building and Updating 
the Registry Processes
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5 6



Building and Updating 
the Registry Processes

11



SBR System Basic 
Characteristics
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No duplication of 
establishments or 

enterprises records

“SBR shared variables” 
that allow contacting 

economic units

Storage all the Data in 
efficient, reliable, and 

secured way

Connects the 
establishments registered 

to the enterprise they 
belong to

Sharing the database 
among partner in order 
to use it for updating its 

own register



The Risks and 
Difficulties (Challenges)
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Poorly the coverage of 
partner register on whish 
the SBR coverage is based

Partner files do not record 
“shared" variables correctly
, these variables are the 
most crucial information to 
create secure links

The duplication of the 
records in the data of the 
partners, one of the 
responsibilities of the ABR 
management team

The data collected by 
partners is poorly recorded, 
not updated, and not 
comprehensive

The partner does not provide 
sufficient information to have 
an effective process of 
determining the links between 
records

The follow-up of institutions 
to modernize their "active" 
statute, this follow-up should 
be undertaken by local 
administrations



Contents of SBR
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The SBR covers enterprises and
establishments (local units) in the West Bank
that are registered in the partners files which
intersect between at least two partners.
Almost 48,000 establishments (to compare
with the 100,000 establishments recorded in
establishments Census 2017) are already
included in first version.

40891
Enterprises

48201
Establishments



In continuation to previous efforts in building comprehensive and updated business 
register

Implementing a participating project with a number of official institutions, 
especially Ministry of Local Government (municipalities and village councils) due 
to it’s imposed laws and legislations that enable it to regulate establishments.

Involving the Union of Municipalities, the Municipal Development Fund and the 
Ministry of National Economy.

The next step in the 
development of the SBR
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Building the Business Register

 Establishing a central database (Business Register Database).
 Necessary software programs needed for linking the establishments databases of local authorities

with the central database according to status of each local authority.
 Provide the required training on registration/licensing of establishments to the staffs of the local

authorities to be on concepts, variables, classifications, applications and programs used.
 All official institutions have access to the central database (Business Register) and all applications

related to the database will be hosted over the servers of the government computer (Ministry of Telecom
and Information Technology).

 Private sector, interested persons and scholars have access to the central database within restrictions
for this purpose.

The next step in the 
development of the SBR

16



Updating the Central Database Phase (Business Register)

• After the completion of the integration of the data file of establishments that been enlisted and 
installed at the local authorities, the local authorities shall work on the following:

1. Completing obtaining data that couldn’t be obtained during the listing process, in particular the 
mutual variables needed to the linkage process with the Business Register.

2. Updating the establishments database of the local authority and reflecting such updates to the 
central database server (Business Register) through the daily work on the registrations/licensing of 
establishment operating within their administrative borders.

The next step in the 
development of the SBR
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Contact Info
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PCBS Email:
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