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Data availability

The internet

had 1800

exabytes of

data in 2011

exa =  10^18



100,000 Exabytes in 2022

We live in exponential

times!

~50x growth in 

11 years



Why Use Administrative Data

Population census costs

 UK, €367m

€6.20 per person

 Finland, €0.8m

€0.20 per person

Source: Eurostat – Documentation of the 2000 round of population and 
Housing censuses in the EU, EFTA and Candidate Countries; Table 22



Why Use Administrative Data

 Reduced response burden

 Increased coverage – more detailed data

 Timeliness

 Public image – efficiency

 Quality

• Will be different to survey data

• Need to assess impact

 Checklist for the Quality Evaluation of Administrative Data 

Sources – Statistics Netherlands

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4374310/45-Checklist-quality-

evaluation-administrative-data-sources-2009.pdf

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4374310/45-Checklist-quality-evaluation-administrative-data-sources-2009.pdf


Access to Administrative Data

4 Frameworks

 Legal

 Policy

 Organisational

 Technical



Legal Framework

Generic Law on Official Statistics

Article 17 - Access to administrative data

17.1 All national and local authorities are obliged to provide the 

Producers of Official Statistics, free of charge, with data in their 

possession at the level of detail necessary for the production of official 

statistics and with the metadata that enable assessing data quality. 

Special confidentiality or secrecy provisions in other legislation cannot 

be invoked unless the legislation explicitly excludes the use of data for 

statistical purposes.

17.2 If the providers of administrative data plan to develop a new data 

collection or carry out a major revision in their data collection or 

processing in a way that may affect data provided for official statistics, 

they shall consult the National Statistical Office and, where 

appropriate, the Other Producers of Official Statistics, in advance of 

the decision.



Policy Framework

 National government data / digitalization 

policies

 National / regional statistics code of 

practice

 Fundamental Principles of Official 

Statistics



Organisational Frameworks

The use of administrative data is 

enabled by a legal framework, in the 

context of a policy framework

But - these are not detailed enough to 

cover all the administrative 

arrangements for access and use



A Formal Agreement

• Sets out terms and responsibilities 

for the provision and use of data

• Signed by all parties

• Can cover one or more data flows



Agreement Contents (1)

 Legal basis

 Names of persons transferring and 

receiving data

 Detailed description of data covered

 Frequency of data supply

 Quality standards

 Confidentiality rules



Agreement Contents (2)

 Technical standards

 Provision of metadata

 Provisions for payment

 Period of agreement

 Contingencies for changes in 

circumstances

 Procedure for resolving disputes



Technical Frameworks

 Mechanisms for data transfer

• Paper

• Computer files (off-line)

• Secure on-line connection

 File formats and structures

 Data / metadata standards



National Data Infrastructure

OTHER

DATA
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Data Ecosystem
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OFFICIAL 
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academics

researchers

COMMERCIAL DATA INDUSTRY

DATA USERS

data

re-sellers

data

journalists

Google

open
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Role of National Statistical Offices

 Task Force on Data Stewardship

• Estonia (Chair), Canada, Finland, Hungary, 

Ireland, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Poland, UK, Eurostat and OECD.

• Draft report

 Defining data stewardship

 Roles for national statistical offices

 Case studies

• Maturity model

• Guidance



UNECE Resources

https://unece.org/info/Statistics/pub/21927 https://unece.org/info/Statistics/pub/21934

https://unece.org/info/Statistics/pub/21927
https://unece.org/info/Statistics/pub/21934


UNECE Resources

https://unece.org/publications/statistics

https://unece.org/publications/statistics


UNECE Resources

 Wiki – ASSIST (Administrative and 

Secondary Sources In STatistics)

• Training materials

• Papers

• Links

https://statswiki.unece.org/display/adso

https://statswiki.unece.org/display/adso


Any questions?


