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Introduction
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Islamic Tourism

The growth of Muslim travelers has been increased, and the needs for Muslim products and services are in 

high demand therefore, it is crucial to understand what Islamic tourisms and how it can be measured 

from a statistical perspective. 

The most important components for Muslim Friendly Tourism  are:

Hajj and Umrah and religious visit.

Hajj is the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Makah at specific date in Islamic calendar, while Umrah

pilgrimage to Makah at any time for visiting Kabah and  doing other Umrah activities. 
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Hajj and Umrah and religious visit
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Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam. And every Muslim has to do it at least once in a lifetime for 

those who can are physically and financially capable of it ,in a specific area and time.
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Hajj and Umrah and religious visit
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Umrah is visit the Kaaba, perform tawaf, and 

perform Sa’y between Mount Safa and Mount 

Marwah. Umrah can be performed at any time 

of the year.

Religious visit The one of the most 

destination for Muslim around the world is 

Medina , as the mosque of the profit 

Mohammed located their.
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Hajj and Umrah statistical development
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Hajj Statistics
Demand side

(Hajj- Umrah-visit)Hajj Statistics

Survey Comprehensive statisticsRegister data

Umrah Statistics

Supply side
Economic establishment in Makah and 

medina
Umrah Statistics

Hajj and Umrah and visit Satellite 
account

Sustainability Indicator (governmental 
sector- privet sector- non profit sector)

past Statistical Products Future Statistical ProductsCurrent Statistical Products



Challenges on Measuring Islamic Tourism Statistics in the Kingdom 
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Measuring Islamic Tourism Statistics related to Hajj and Umrah is challenging, 

following are some of the challenges we faced while measuring Hajj and Umrah 

Statistics: 

Lack of integrated and 

comprehensive data 

Lack of reliable and 

independent data

Lack of data on sub-national 

and local scales

International investors tend 

to invest in more visible 

sectors

Difficulty on getting admin 

data according to our needs

Difficulty on measuring the 

seasonal workforce and their 

compensations

Difficulty on defining the 

related spatial boundaries 

Difficulty on measuring the 

expenditure of pilgrims and 

umrah performers
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Undertaking Efforts of Islamic Tourism Statistics in the Kingdom 
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There is a new initiative undertaking in the kingdom to produce a specific methodology for Hajj, Umrah statistics. 

Basically, having a national guide for Hajj, Umrah statistics which is linked to international standards of tourism 

statistics, i.e., IRTS 2008, TSA:RMF 2008, and the 2022 draft of SF-MST. This guide will include the main 

definitions and concepts of Hajj and Umrah in addition to the following indicators of Hajj and Umrah, their 

methodologies and their data sources:

Demand side 

indicators

Supply side 

indicators

Satellite Account 

indicators

Sustainability 

indicators
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Overall Insights for the Development of Islamic Tourism Statistics
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Based on the challenges we faced on developing the Hajj and Umrah Statistics, we believe that taking into consideration the following insights 

could help on developing the overall methodologies of Islamic tourism statistics:

Collaboration between NSO 

and relative entities is 

essential

Providing reliable data will 

help in targeting international 

investors 

Defining the spatial 

boundaries of a destination 

will help on having integrated 

and comparable statistics
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