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Census  
 The census is considered to be the most important source of

information on migrant stocks.
 The results of both international and internal migration can be

measured via population census.
 Combining characteristics that are directly related to migration with

other variables provides the richest information about migrants and
gives an opportunity to compare migrants and non-migrant
populations.

 The census is a valuable source of migration data as it provides
information about citizenship of respondents, about internal and
international migrants, about ethnic and cultural characteristics of the
population.
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Census  
o Since censuses in many countries are carried out every ten years, they

do not reflect the rapid changes in international migration,

o Because censuses contain a limited number of questions, they do not
contain detailed information that could enable meaningful analysis of
the consequences or determinants of international migration,

o Many countries fail to count their population completely and
accurately, and the accuracy of data on international migration may be
quite low. In addition, immigrants avoid being counted or reporting
their immigration status due to their acquired rights,
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Census  
o There may be some errors caused by the person in charge of the

census. The interviewer may make unlikely reporting errors and the
respondent does not know the characteristics of other members of the
household and people with immigration status may not be reported.

o In the data obtained through censuses, international migration is given
less priority, it takes many years to obtain the data, and suitable tables
for a limited number of migration statistics are produced.

o Countries use different definitions of population in their censuses.
While some countries use a "de facto" definition in censuses, which
counts the population present in the country on the census day, some
use a "de jure" definition, which counts people residing in the country.
However, some groups that constitute the potential for international
migration are arbitrarily included or excluded from the census.
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Census Topics - related to international migration 
(Conference of European Statisticians Recommendations for the 2020 Censuses of Population 

and Housing)

o Country of birth (core topic)
o Country of birth of parents (non-core topic)
o Country of citizenship (core topic)
o Citizenship acquisition (non-core topic)
o Ever resided abroad and year of arrival in the country (core topic)
o Country of previous usual residence abroad (non-core topic)
o Total duration of residence in the country (non-core topic)
o Reason for migration (non-core topic)
o Population with refugee background (derived non-core topic)



TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Demographic Statistics Department
Population and Migration Statistics Group

Data Sources 

7

Administrative Registers   
o Administrative records include records of special groups, such as civil

registries, foreigners, asylum seeker or refugee registries.
o Registry is a data system that provides continuous recording of

selected information regarding each element of the target population.
o The organization and processing of the record must be legally based.
o Since the primary purpose of the registry is administrative, the registry

can be used to compile up-to-date information on the characteristics
and size of the targeted population.

o Depending on the purpose of the recording, various changes in the
situation (status) of people in the targeted population are the subject
of recording.
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 Administrative Sources : 
 - Population registers
 - Registration of foreigners
 - Residence permits
 - Work permits
 - Border data collection systems
 - Asylum seeker and refugee registers 
 - Consular registers 
 - Social protection registers 
 - Other administrative registers (visa, (passports, ID cards, work 

deployment,…)



TURKISH STATISTICAL INSTITUTE

Demographic Statistics Department
Population and Migration Statistics Group

Data Sources 

9

Population Registers   

o Population registers are often considered to be the best source of
statistics on the size of migrant flows and stocks.

o Their main advantage is having a record for every person, which links
them to an address and an administrative area. The reporting and
recording of a change of place of residence leads to a corresponding
change in the register, if it is continuously updated.

o Data system providing for the continuous recording of selected
information pertaining to each member of the resident population in
the country,
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Population Registers   

o Usually, the population registers are a subset of the current population
in the country.

o Population registries generally cover only the “de jure” population in
the country (that is, those who have the legal right to reside in that
country and mostly live in that country).

o The rules that determine who is a legal and permanent resident also
determine who is registered and who is de-registered. All these rules
are set by law or administrative regulations and are not easy to change
in order to make better international comparisons.
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Population Registers   
o The change of population is registered continuously.
o Provides information about stock, immigration , emigration
o Provides updated information (live births, births and other events,

updating information on live births, deaths and other events (from
civil records), immigration, emigration, change of residence, change of
citizenship, etc.)

o The reliability of the data depends on de-register compatibility.
o It underestimates emigration
o De-registration rules vary significantly.

(e.g. intended length of stay, scope of asylum seekers)
o Effects on comparability across countries
o Despite these: it is one of the best sources for streaming data.
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Population Registers 

o Local registration (eg. Italy)
o Regional registration (e.g. Germany)
o Central registration (e.g. Belgium, Sweden)
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Registers of Foreigners   

o Characterized as a variant of population register that includes only
persons who are not citizens of the country in which they reside.

o Just like the situation in national population registers, the conditions
under which foreigners are registered or de-registered in the alien
register determine the characteristics of those who can be accepted
as international immigrants.

o Alien registries generally prioritize the recording of each registrant's
immigration status, including residence permit, validity period, etc. is
included. These alien records have the potential to provide special
categories of information regarding international immigrants.
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Residence Permits    

o Sub-set of foreign citizens who are required to apply for such a permit
o Obtaining residence permits for different purposes and different

lengths of stay. It is a useful flow data for immigration
o Residence permits vary from country to country, depending on the

length of stay in the country and which foreigners can be considered
as a international immigrants.

o Statistics obtained from residence permits can be used as two
different measures:

• that provides the number of residence permits valid stock
information for a certain time (date),

• flow information arising from changes in stock
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Work Permits    

o Foreigners who want to engage in economic activity in a different
country must obtain official permission before entering the country's
borders.

o Generally, foreign workers must apply to the relevant administrative
authorities to obtain a work permit before obtaining permission to
enter the country.

o Thus, the number of new work permits collected during the given
period is closely related to the number of accepted migrant workers.
Therefore, the number of new work permit holders indicates the size
of migrant workers entering the country
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Work Permits    
Statistics produced from work permits have some potential advantages:

o These statistics reflect the methods used by governments to control
both migrating workers and the economic activities of foreigners.

o These statistics therefore differ from other sources of information in
that they allow recognition of different types of migrating workers.
The accuracy and reliability of the information obtained from work
permits is always higher.

o Statistics obtained from work permits are important in that they
provide the most accurate information about the number and
qualifications of workers migrating to a country. Additionally, these
statistics are a necessary input for economic and political plan
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Work Permits    

o Sub-set of foreign workers who are subject to such a permit (often
application is by employer)

o Data reflect administrative cases rather than people
o In-flows; with sufficient data also stock estimates
Advantages:

• data based on documentary evidence
Disadvantages:

• undocumented workers excluded
• limited international comparability
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Border data collection systems

o These data are collected by countries for security and statistical
purposes at the borders.

o When data on arrivals and departures at the border (citizenship, age,
and time of arrival or departure) are collected, it is an important
source as flow (current) data.

o Information about people entering and exiting the border is collected
from passenger cards and passport information.
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Border data collection systems

Advantages:
• Reflection of actual moves (but not: people)

Disadvantages:
• complexity of (vast) data collection and processing
• very few migrants among millions of travellers
• limited reliability of forms from travellers
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Asylum seeker and refugee registers 

o Asylum seeker registers are organized in a way that allows tracking of
the status of each case over time.

o These registries are successful in recording asylum seekers who are in
the country and those who have left. In addition, these records have
the potential to produce statistics on the number of applications filled
by asylum seekers who are still in the country after a year or the
number of asylum seekers in the country along with their length of
stay.
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Asylum seeker and refugee registers 

o Considering that an asylum request is concluded within a few months
to a few years and that the applicant is allowed to stay in the country
during this period, it should be considered that these people may
naturally stay in the country for a long time in a transitional state or
with a completely uncertain immigration status.

o Accordingly, for census purposes only, asylum seekers who stay in a
country for more than one year should be counted as international
immigrants.
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Asylum seeker and refugee registers 

o However, in many countries, documents related to asylum
applications are collected only by the organizations that accept and
process these applications, placing asylum clients in a completely
separate category from other international migrants. If the applicants
gain refugee status or stay in the country for humanitarian reasons,
these people are definitely included in international migration
statistics.
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Asylum seeker and refugee registers 

o Asylum seekers are generally not included in migration statistics, but
there are differences across countries and over time (civil
registration).

o Asylum is sometimes counted based on application status rather than
arrival time

o Sometimes minors are not included separately.
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Survey     
 Survey is a flexible tool for collecting information that is collected

from respondents’ replies to questions about their own situation and
experience,

 While other data-collection systems gather data on the basic
characteristics of migrants, a survey can provide detailed information.

 Sample surveys are normally divided into two types: specialized

 household surveys devoted to migration issues,
 general topic surveys (can be devoted to various topics)
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Survey     
A migration module can be added to sample survey such as: labor force, 
income, expenditure, living conditions, health.

However :
• must have a large sample size
• The immigrant population must be large
• the interviewer needs to conduct surveys in other languages.

Types:
• regular one-way surveys
• panels (same people interviewed across multiple genres)
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