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FAO STRATEGY on CLIMATE CHANGE 

 FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022–2031

 Setting our agenda and guiding our work, the 
Strategy rests on our vision of climate resilient 
agriculture to transform agrifood systems to be 
more efficient, more inclusive, more resilient
and more sustainable, accelerating the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

https://www.fao.org/3/cc2274en/cc2274en.pdf



FAO Global Strategy on Climate Change
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FAO Global Strategy on Climate Change

Vision

Agrifood systems are sustainable, inclusive, resilient and adaptive to climate change and its impacts 
and contribute to low-emission economies while providing sufficient, safe and nutritious foods for 

healthy diets, as well as other agricultural products and services, for present and future generations, 
leaving no one behind

The Strategy on Climate Change aims to facilitate and scale up FAO’s contribution to 
transforming agrifood systems and dependent livelihoods to become more climate resilient, 

adaptive and low emission.

Guiding Principles



FAO Global Action Plan for the Strategy on Climate Change

An Action Plan: developed to guide the implementation of the FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022–2031.

 the Action Plan will address the capacity development, resource mobilization, partnerships
and communication needed for the Strategy on Climate Change implementation

 The Action Plan is articulated around the three pillars and six outcomes of the Strategy

 monitored with indicators from be harmonized with those of the FAO Strategic Framework 
2022–31 and its PPAs (Program Priority Area) as well as the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs

 The Action Plan is a “living document” - a mid-term review 5 years after the adoption of the 
Strategy on Climate Change

https://www.fao.org/3/cc7014en/cc7014en.pdf



Three Pillars for Enhanced Action

Global and Regional 
Level

Strengthening climate 
policy and governance

1. Agrifood systems 
embedded in 
international agenda

2. FAO data and 
instruments trigger 
climate action

Country Level

Developing country capacity 
for climate action

1. FAO members implement 
& monitor climate 
agreements

2. FAO members mainstream 
climate actions in policies, 
programs and investments

Local Level

Scaling up action with 
local communities and 
vulnerable groups

1. Farmers adopt 
adaptive practices 
mainly risks areas

2. Actors contribute to 
low emission 
development 
pathways



Implementing The Strategy and Measuring its Success

FAO plays a key role in providing:

i) international technical expertise across agrifood systems and natural resources management associated with an active 
presence in countries;  

ii) advocacy and normative roles influencing the international debate and global and regional agreements, as well as the 
development of guidelines, tools, approaches and standards in a neutral forum; 

iii) data collection and analysis to support policies and decision-making, and the development of indicators to monitor 
progress;

iv) support to institutional development, governance and planning; and 
v) support to Members in mobilizing public and private resources, investment support and promotion of South-South 

cooperation.



FAO initiatives on Climate 
Change

• FAO’s Tools

• Major Food 
Breakthroughs at COP28



Climate-Smart Agriculture

CSA aims to improve productivity, strengthen resilience and reduce 
emissions. 

Climate-Smart Agriculture include:

(1) Management of farms, crops, livestock, aquaculture and capture fisheries
to balance food security and livelihoods needs with priorities for 
adaptation and mitigation; 

(2) Ecosystem and landscape management to conserve ecosystem services
that are important for food security, agricultural development, adaptation 
and mitigation; 

(3) Services for farmers and land managers to enable better management of 
climate risks/impacts and mitigation actions;



Climate-Smart Agriculture Methods & Assessments

The Modelling System for Agricultural Impacts of 
Climate Change

Global Livestock Environmental Assessment Model

Sustainability Assessment of Food and Agriculture 
System

The Economics and Policy Innovations for Climate-
Smart Agriculture

Gender mainstreaming

Climate Risk Management

The Ex-Ante Carbon-balance Tool

Monitoring and Assessment of Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions and Mitigation Potential in Agriculture

CSA options should be assessed for their effectiveness in achieving goals related to food security, climate 
change adaptation and mitigation as well as other development objectives.



The Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) 
Tracking Tool

 Monitors the implementation of NDC mitigation actions, adaptation 
actions and adaptation with mitigation co-benefits.

 Facilitates data collection
 Tracks the contribution of planned, adopted, and implemented 

mitigation actions aimed at achieving national/sectoral and 
subsectorial mitigation targets

 Prevents double accounting and overlap of mitigation actions (for 
example, cross-sectoral actions)

 Allows the identification of mitigation contributions proposed 
under the country’s Long-Term Strategy (LTS) and other innovative 
actions as potential options for NDC enhancement

 Distinguishes results of mitigation actions linked to the carbon 
market from national GHG emission reduction targets

https://www.fao.org/3/cc4960en/cc4960en.pdf



The EX-Ante Carbon-balance Tool (EX-ACT)

 GHG accounting tool to cover the entire agricultural sector 
including Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU,) inland 
and coastal wetlands, fisheries and aquaculture, agricultural inputs 
and infrastructure.

 Identifying the climate mitigation outcomes of agricultural 
interventions at any stage of their implementation and at any level

 Supporting countries in accessing funds from international financial 
institutions

 Strengthening the capacities of national and international 
stakeholders in estimating, monitoring and evaluating progress on 
emissions reduction goals

 Support policy makers in integrating climate change mitigation 
objectives into national strategies and international commitments, 
such as National Adaptation Plans

https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cc0142en



ABC – Map 
Adaptation, Biodiversity, and Carbon Mapping Tool

 A free geospatial app that provides holistic  environmental assessments 
of projects in the AFOLU sector

 Adaptation, mitigation and biodiversity loss are interlinked challenges 
and they must be addressed in synergy

 ABC-Map answers the need for a
• holistic view of environmental impacts
• and no ground data needed
• with open and easy access

 ABC-Map is designed to support project teams at the ideation and design 
phase
• Understand the characteristics of the project area
• Assess the potential impact of planned activities
• Identify critical areas and design adapted activities

https://www.fao.org/3/cc4116en/cc4116en.pdf



Climate and Agriculture Risk Visualization and Assessment (CAVA)

 CAVA is an approach to climate information (with a focus on agriculture)

 Its goal is to provide long-term, climate services by democratising access 
and simplifying the use of past and future climate and impact data

 CAVA is organized 2 modules: 
• Climate and agroclimate. Democratizing access, processing, and 

visualization to dynamically downscaled climate data and a set of 
pre-computed indices for climatic hazards

• Agriculture. Offer a visualization and automatic reporting platform 
for impact model outputs in agriculture

https://fao-cava.predictia.es/



Major Food Breakthroughs at COP28

Against the backdrop of a projected 600 million people facing chronic hunger by 2030 and an 
escalating global climate crisis, the roadmap calls for a transformative shift in agrifood systems. 

 Aims to reduce agrifood systems' methane emissions by 25 percent by 2030 relative to 
2020, achieve carbon neutrality by 2035, and transform them into a carbon sink by 
2050, capturing 1.5 gigatons of greenhouse gas emissions annually.

 The roadmap identifies 120 actions and key milestones within ten domains

 These domains include clean energy, crops, fisheries and aquaculture, food loss and 
waste, forests and wetlands, healthy diets, livestock, soil and water, and data and 
inclusive policies

 The importance of climate financing for agrifood systems transformation

Global Roadmap Process to Eradicate Hunger within 1.5°C Limits envisions transforming 
agrifood systems from a net emitter to a carbon sink



Major Food Breakthroughs at COP28

159 Countries Signed the COP28 UAE Declaration on Sustainable Agriculture, Resilient Food 
Systems and Climate Action - The non-binding Declaration emphasizes the transformative 
potential of agriculture in responding to climate change and ensuring global food security. 

The signatories commit to integrating agriculture and food systems into their climate action, 
adopting inclusive policies, securing finance, promoting innovations, and strengthening 
international trade.

At COP28, FAO was also announced as a founding member of the Technical Cooperation 
Collaborative (TCC) led by a group of international organizations and governments to channel 
financial support and kickstart the implementation of the Emirates declaration.

“Global agrifood systems are the climate solution,” FAO Director-General QU Dongyu



Major Food Breakthroughs at COP28

Food Appeared in the Global Stocktake and Global Goal on Adaptation

The Global Stocktake decision - the safeguarding of 
 food security
 ending hunger
 mitigating vulnerabilities in food production linked to climate change 
 protecting water systems

Loss and Damage

In support of this critical track, FAO launched a report on the escalating threat of climate change-induced 
loss and damage to agrifood systems, emphasizing the need for immediate actions and increased financing 
to address vulnerabilities.



Major Food Breakthroughs at COP28

The need for financing for agrifood systems and the launch of 

the Food and Agriculture for Sustainable Transformation (FAST) partnership

The FAST Partnership is the operationalization of the FAST Initiative. Its goals are 

 improving the quality and quantity of climate finances, including finances for the most 
vulnerable and smallholder farmers, contributions towards the transformation of 
agriculture and food systems

 to support adaptation efforts

 to maintain a 1.5-degree pathway while ensuring food and economic security

https://www.fao.org/3/cc9010en/cc9010en.pdf



Major Food Breakthroughs at COP28

Finding new paths to mitigate livestock emissions

The report suggests multiple mitigation options that address both the supply and demand 
aspects of livestock sectors. 

These pathways include improving animal health, adopting better breeding practices, reducing 
food loss and waste, and directly targeting greenhouse gas emissions.

https://www.fao.org/3/cc9029en/cc9029en.pdf
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