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Foreword 
 
 
The SWOT Outlook on OIC Member Countries provides a SWOT (Strengths, Weakness, 
Opportunities, Threats) profile on OIC Member Countries, as a group, in different fields 
and sectors. It highlights the strengths and weaknesses of the OIC Member Countries with a 
view to enhancing their competitiveness and cooperation levels. It also indicates major 
available opportunities to be utilized for further growth and development as well as 
potential threats that they may face in the future. Following the SWOT analytical approach, 
the SWOT Outlook on OIC Member Countries presents the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats of the OIC Member Countries in a comparative manner with the 
groups of the developed and developing countries as well as with the world average. In so 
doing, the SWOT Outlook on OIC Member Countries serves as a critical roadmap for better 
strategic planning and policy making at the OIC cooperation level. 
 
Examples of major strengths of the OIC Member Countries covered in this issue include 
having a young population, possessing a significant portion of the world’s crude oil and 

natural gas reserves, accumulating increasing international reserves and being among the 
world top producers of agricultural commodities. The increasing trends in foreign direct 
investment, intra-OIC trade, tourism receipts and Islamic finance assets together with the 
declining trend in external debt burden are all opportunities for the OIC Member Countries 
that should be transformed into higher economic growth and development levels.  
 
On the other hand, high age dependency ratio, weak participation in the labour force and 
lack of adequate funding for scientific development are weaknesses that should be 
overcome. Water scarcity, low agricultural productivity, rapid deforestation, high trade 
deficit in food, low access to improved water resources and sanitation facilities and 
inadequate information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure are threats that 
are likely to impose serious challenges and thus, necessitate urgent countermeasures. 
 
Overall, the OIC Member Countries have a significant potential to enhance their 
competitiveness both at regional and international levels. This can be achieved not only by 
pursuing the more lucrative opportunities, but also by identifying a fit between their 
strengths and upcoming opportunities. They also need to overcome major weaknesses in 
order to prepare themselves to pursue compelling opportunities. Meanwhile, the OIC 
countries, as a group, should develop a practical cooperation strategy and associated plan of 
action through which they can use their collective strengths to make use of the existing 
opportunities and to reduce their vulnerability to external threats.    
 
The present SWOT Outlook on OIC Member Countries is the second issue of the SESRIC 
recent series on the subject whose first issue was published in 2011. The series of SWOT 
Outlook on OIC Member Countries is a new contribution by SESRIC to the efforts of the 
OIC Member Countries toward enhancing the level of their cooperation and integration as



 

 

 

 

well as the level of their competitiveness, as a group, at both the regional and global levels. 

These publications provide most relevant statistical data and background information that 

would make the OIC Member Countries better informed of each other’s potentials and 

needs and, thus, facilitate their elaboration on cooperation projects and integration 

schemes. 

 

SESRIC will continue to develop innovative approaches to support better understanding of 

the current state and future challenges of socio-economic development in the OIC Member 

Countries as well as better prioritizing of cooperation areas and the formulation of sound 

strategies and plans with a view to achieving higher levels of welfare and socio-economic 

development. 
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