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Introduction into Open Data for Africa 

 Initiative launched by African Development Bank to significantly 
improve data management and dissemination in Africa 

 First wave: Open Data for Africa portal launched an year ago 

 Second wave: Country Open Data portals for all African countries 
 20 countries have been launched on March, 14 

 The remaining will be launched by end of June, 2013 

 Interactive, easy to use tools for data visualization and analysis 

 Community driven data and content, anyone can contribute datasets 
and visualizations 

 Programmatic access to data (API) 

Fully open and free for anyone to use 
 



What is Open Data? 

“A piece of data or content is open if anyone is free to 
use, reuse, and redistribute it — subject only, at most, to 

the requirement to attribute and/or share-alike.” 
http://opendefinition.org 



More about what is Open Data 

• Availability and Access: the data must be available as a whole and at 
no more than a reasonable reproduction cost, preferably by 
downloading over the internet. The data must also be available in a 
convenient and modifiable form. 

No PDFs, no chunked downloads via complex forms! 

• Reuse and Redistribution: the data must be provided under terms 
that permit reuse and redistribution including the intermixing with 
other datasets. 

 

• Universal Participation: everyone must be able to use, reuse and 
redistribute - there should be no discrimination against fields of 
endeavor or against persons or groups. 

For example, ‘non-commercial’ restrictions that would prevent ‘commercial’ 
use, or restrictions of use for certain purposes (e.g. only in education), are not 
allowed. 

 



Who to use? 



Open Data for Africa – How To Use 

Companies and 
businesses 

• Data-driven 
business 
development 

• Improved or new 
private products 
and services 

• Market analysis 
and forecasting 

People and 
citizens 

• Government 
transparency and 
democratic 
control 

• Participation, self-
empowerment 
and better 
decision making 

Journalists and 
researchers 

• Use available data 
for fact checking 
and storytelling 

• Enhance 
presentations via 
interactive 
visualizations 

One-stop destination for data on Africa and African countries 



Open Data for Africa - Home 

 Africa at a Glance statistics and key 
datasets 

 Links to Data Catalog and Gallery 

 Quick access to country Open Data 
portals for all African countries 

 Search 

 News 



Open Data for Africa - Gallery 

 Gallery is a collection of ready-to-use 
visualizations on various topics like 
economics or demographics 

 View individual pages 

 Export pages to XLS/PPT/PDF 

 Share pages on Facebook/Twitter/Google+ 

 Leave comments/initiate discussions 



Open Data for Africa – Data Catalog 

 All African data at a single place browsable by topic, source, region, 
name or publication date 

 Browse dataset contents (time series) by country/indicator etc. View 
selected time series as table/chart 

 Create pages from selected data 

 Download selected data in XLS/CSV 

 Suggest your own dataset 

 



Open Data for Africa – Dashboard Builder 

 Create your own interactive 
visualizations with combination of 
tables, charts and maps in minutes 

 Customize layout and colors, 
parameterize by country or region 

 Cross-dataset data visualization 

 Share to friends and publish to Gallery 

 



African Information Highway 

 All AfDB countries will get their own Country 
Data Portals by July, 2013 

 All country portals integrated with “mother” 
Open Data for Africa portals 

 30 portals already launched, remaining 
coming soon 

 



Country Open Data portal 

 All country statistics and more in 
a single place with region-level 
data available 

 Interactive, data-driven country 
maps and other visualizations 

 Intelligent search across data and 
content 

 Data Upload tool for people to 
upload their own datasets 

 



Open Data for Africa – Apps and Tools for 
developers 

 Open Data for Africa is true Open Data platform 

 There is a comprehensive API available for developers to work with 
data and content  


