Objectives and Goals of the Workshop:

The workshop aims at highlighting some successful stories and practices of micro-credit financing systems and institutions in and outside the member countries and drawing useful lessons from their experience. It also aims at discussing the possibility of improving networking and training in the micro-credit financing sector in the OIC member countries. 

The workshop is designed as experts group meeting to evaluate some possible concrete solutions to the problems and challenges facing the micro-credit financing sector in the member countries. The ultimate goal of the Workshop is to generate project ideas that could be applicable in the member countries. In accordance with this objective, the proposed programme of the workshop allows extensive group discussions to evaluate possible ways and means for the implementation of some concrete micro-finance project ideas for the member countries.

The workshop is planned to start with a discussion of the problems and challenges facing the micro-credit financing industry in the member countries, with a special focus on establishing sustainable micro-credit finance institutions. This discussion will conclude with some of the best practices in the field. The workshop will also include two parallel sessions to elaborate on how to encourage pro-poor innovation in the industry and the role of micro-credit in financing SMEs. Serious discussion will also tackle the issue of training in micro-finance as well as networking of micro-finance institutions in the member countries. Based on the discussions on all these topics, the final session of the workshop will be devoted to derive some possible project ideas to be implemented in the member countries. 

The outcome of the workshop will be documented in a final report and presented to the ministerial exchange of views session at the 23rd Session of the COMCEC, to be held in Istanbul on 15 November 2007. In this connection, it is worth mentioning that Centre, in collaboration with COMCEC Coordination Office, is trying to make the necessary arrangement to invite the Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus to address the said session.
