Recommendations of the Statistical Capacity Building for OIC African Member Countries Session
4th May 2007, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

A one-day meeting on statistical capacity building for the OIC African member countries took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 4 May 2007 during the 5th Session of the Committee on Development of Information (CODI-V) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). 
The meeting was attended by senior officials from the National Statistical Organisations of the OIC African member countries and the representatives of the African Development Bank, UNECA, Paris21, AFRISTAT, and FAO. Delegates from other African countries also attended the meeting as observers.
The meeting aimed at:
- Exchanging views on the experiences of the OIC African countries in statistical capacity building, learning about challenges and sharing knowledge.

- Enhancing the concept of statistics for development and achieving the MDGs through developing national strategies for the development of statistics.

- Exploring the future perspectives to improve statistical capacity building activities in the OIC African member countries.
The meeting started with the election of Chair and Rapporteur. The delegates elected Uganda as the Chair and Sierra Leone as the Rapporteur and adopted the work programme of the meeting. Then the Session proceeded with an opening speech by Dr. Savaş Alpay, the Director General of the SESRTCIC. 
Following three working sessions, the meeting adopted a set of recommendations with a view to facilitate the generation of an enabling environment at national, regional and international levels for improving and supporting effective statistical capacity building activities in the OIC African member countries. 
The Delegates of the OIC Member Countries,              

- Emphasising the importance of maintaining an effective coordination and cooperation between the National Statistical Organisations (NSOs) in the OIC African member countries and the regional and international institutions working in the field of statistics.
- Encouraging the NSOs in the OIC African member countries to utilise training opportunities provided by all training institutions at the regional and international levels, including SESRTCIC.

- Encouraging the NSOs in the OIC African member countries to improve their national training centres, focus on training of trainers, allocate some proportion of their annual budgets to training, put efforts to include statistical training in national training plans and focus on training users and stakeholders.

- Emphasising the need for the NSOs in the OIC African member countries to intensify their efforts to strengthen their statistical capacities for producing and disseminating reliable and timely statistical indicators of progress in achieving national and international development goals, including the MDGs.
- Emphasising the need for promoting knowledge sharing and expertise among the NSOs in the OIC member countries and supporting them in developing national statistical capacities for evidence-based policy-making through technical cooperation and capacity-building activities aimed at improving coverage, quality and comparability of economic and social statistics. 
FOR THE NSOs IN THE MEMBER COUNTRIES

· Recommend that the NSOs be in close cooperation with the SESRTCIC and take the necessary steps to update and complete the data for their countries in the SESRTCIC’s database in a timely manner. 
· Recommend that the NSOs take necessary steps to enhance their bilateral contacts with the SESRTCIC in order to increase the efficiency of their relations and achieve better coordination. In this respect the NSOs will assign one expert as a focal point for communication with the SESRTCIC.
· Recommend that the NSOs consider opening their own courses to participants from other OIC member countries and sending experts to their counterparts to provide technical assistance.

· Recommend that the NSOs consider organising joint training programs on topics of common interest and exchange information on their training activities.

· Recommend that the NSOs continue to cooperate with the SESRTCIC by providing accurate and timely responses to the questionnaires circulated by the SESRTCIC.
· Recommend that the NSOs and the SESRTCIC provide full access to their databases on a reciprocal basis in accordance with the national regulations of the member countries.
· Commend the efforts of the SESRTCIC, ACS, AfDB, AFRISTAT and other international and regional organizations to improve statistical capacity building in the OIC member countries in Africa.
FOR THE SESRTCIC

· Recommend that the SESRTCIC  intensify its endeavours to organise training programmes/workshops in the field of statistics in collaboration with the relevant national, regional and international organisations.

· Recommend that the SESRTCIC continue to assess the existing statistical needs and capabilities in the NSOs in order to help the NSOs in the OIC countries in building and enhancing their statistical capacities with special emphasis on post-conflict countries.
· Recommend that the SESRTCIC continue to explore the possibilities of enhancing the capacities through mutual cooperation and coordination among the NSOs and between the NSOs and the SESRTCIC. 

· Recommend that the SESRTCIC consider establishing a web based information bank where the members may store useful statistical information and material related to the capacity building.

· Recommend that the SESRTCIC include topics related to the improvement of the web sites of the NSOs in its training programs, seminars and workshops. 
· Recommend that the SESRTCIC and UNECA exchange their statistical data on OIC African member countries regularly for a wider dissemination of the statistics for research and evidence based policy making.
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